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Part ONE
GENERAL GEOLOGY AND ECONOMIC GEOLOGY
By J. A. Arran anp J. O. G. SANDERSON

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTION
Delay in Publication.

" Most of the field investigations on which this report is based,
were carried out prior to 1925. The junior author compiled and
presented much of the material in this report, especially in Part
Two, in a thesis written in 1928 in partial fulfillment for the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Toronto. The geo-
logical maps on the Red Deer and Rosebud sectional sheets, which
accompany this report as Maps No. 8 and No. 9, were compiled and
published in 1925.

The field data on which much of this report is based, were
compiled after 1917 when the senior author examined the section
along the Red Deer river across the entire map-area. In 1921 the
senior author, assisted by R. L. Rutherford and J. O. G. Sanderson,
investigated the geology in an area of about 75 square miles in the
vicinity of Drumbheller, along the valley of the Red Deer river and
its tributaries. This report entitled “Geology of the Drumheller
Coal Field”, appeared as Report No. 4, in a series of reports pub-
lished by the Scientific and Industrial Research Council of Alberta,
which in 1930 was changed to the Research Council of Alberta.
This designation will be used in this present report. )

In 1924 the junior author carried out a more detailed investi-
gation of the Red Deer sectional sheet and parts of the Rosebud
sectional sheet, under the supervision of the senior author. Since
1925 much additional data have been compiled by both authors and
by other geologists. Some of the more recent information, especially
dealing with the coal seams, has been incorporated in this report in
so far as it affects the broader geological relations.

Plan of the Report.

This report is compiled in two parts. Part One, under joint
authorship, deals with the physiography, general geology and a
consideration in some detail of the coal deposits that have a wide
distribution and are of economic importance.

Part Two, compiled entirely by Sanderson, contains the results
of detailed field investigations and laboratory research, carried out
by the junior author. The high quality of this research warranted
the publication of this report. Although most of the investigations
in the field and in the laboratory were carried out prior to 1925, yet
later field investigation verified or supplemented the earlier con-
clusions, and where changes of interpretation have been advisable,
these have been incorporated in this report.

In some sections of the report dealing with the description of the
Edmonton formation, there may appear to be some duplication of
statement, but only of a minor character. The chapter in Part Two
entitled “Detailed Palaeontology of the Edmonton Formation” con-
tains precise descriptions of the fossil fauna that are valuable and
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necessary to anyone investigating the Upper Cretaceous strata in
Alberta. Such theoretical considerations as are given to some of the
topics in Part Two are necessary to a thesis dissertation which this
part of the report represents, :

There are no chemical analyses of the coal from the different
seams included in this report. Details on the quality of the coal in
the various horizons and in the different fields within this map-area
are also omitted because since 1925 there has been' much progress
made in chemical research on coals, and a new classification of coal
has been introduced within the past six years. The classification of
Canadian coals by rank is discussed fully in Report 35, entitled
“Coals of Alberta, Their Occurrence, Analysis and Utilization”,
prepared by Edgar Stansfield and W. Albert Lang, and published by
the Research Council of Alberta in 1944. This report also contains
a detailed discussion of the physical properties and the analyses of
coals from all the coal areas in Alberta, including those being mined
within the area of the Red Deer and Rosebud sheets. According
to this new Canadian classification, the coals from Drumheller,
Three Hills, Trochu, Big Valley and Ardley are classed as sub-
bituminous B rank, and those from Carbon as subbituminous B and
subbituminous C rank.

Location.

The area discussed in this report comprises about 8,000 square
miles within the plains of Alberta. The area is about 84 miles wide,
between the 112th and 114th meridians of longitude and 128 miles
from south to north, between 51°05’ and 52°30’ parallels north
latitude. According to the survey system on the plains, the area
includes townships 25 to 40 inclusive and range 15, west of the
fourth meridian, west to the fifth meridian which is on the east side
of range 29. The city of Calgary is situated at the extreme south-
west corner of the map-area and the town of Lacombe is situated in
the northwest corner of the map-area, eleven miles east of the fifth
meridian.

The area is well served with railway transportation facilities.
The Calgary-Edmonton branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway
follows closely the western edge of the map-area. The Lacombe-
Stettler branch of the same railway extends across the northern
part of the map-area. The main line of the Canadian National
Railways from Calgary to Saskatoon, extends in an east-north-
easterly direction, crossing the Red Deer valley at Drumheller and
‘continuing to the east side of the area in township 31 on the north
side of the Hand Hills. A branch line extends north from Drum-
heller to Edmonton, passing through the town of Stettler near the
north boundary of the area.

Preparation of Maps and Plates.

The geological maps of the Red Deer and Rosebud sheets (Maps
No. 8 and No. 9), accompanying this report, were published at the
completion of the field work in 1925. The base maps on which the
geology has been shown are the Red Deer and Rosebud sectional
sheets, published by the Topographical Survey of Canada on a
scale of one inch to three miles, on which the topography is shown
by contour lines with 50-foot contour intervals.

Plate I contains five structure sections, and the position of each
of these sections is shown on Maps 8 and 9. These sections were
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(lzompiled in 1925, but have been redrawn with minor changes in
944,

Plate II contains stratigraphic sections at twenty-two different
localities, indicated by letters A to V. The position of each of these
measured sections is shown on the accompanying geological maps,
by the corresponding letter within a circle. The sections shown on
Plate IT were compiled in 1925, but were drafted for printing in 1944.

Plate III contains detailed sections of coal seams numbered 9, 11,
12 and 14, at fifty-one different localities. Each of these sections is
numbered, 1 to 51, and Table 6 is the key to the location of each.
These coal seams occur in the Middle and Upper members of the
Edmonton formation. The sections shown on this plate were com-
piled in 1925, Later field information suggests that sections Nos. 11,
12 and 13, may represent No. 12 coal seam instead of No. 14 seam,
so this interpretation was drawn in the revised Plate III.

Plate IV is a reduced reproduction without revision of Plate IV
from “Geology of Drumheller Coal Field” by J. A. Allan, Report 4
(1921), Research Council of Alberta. This plate contains sections
of coal seams numbered 1, 2, 5 and 7, in twenty-nine different coal
mines operating in 1921 in the vicinity of Drumheller. Each of these
sections is designated by a number which is the mine number given
by the Alberta Mines Branch. A list of the mines represented in
Plate IV is given in Table 3.
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CuapteEr II.
PHYSIOGRAPHY

General Character of the District,

The entire area of the Red Deer and Rosebud sheets, represent-
ing about 8,000 square miles, lies within the plains of Alberta. The
surface slopes with imperceptible grades, to the east. The surface
elevations along the fifth meridian or longitude 114 degrees, which
is the west side of the map-area, range from 3,550 feet above sea
level at the southwest corner of Rosebud sheet, to about 3,000 feet
at the northwest corner of Red Deer sheet. On the east side of the
map-area, which is range 16, the elevations of the surface extend
from 2,100 feet above sea level in the southeast and northeast
corners, to about 2,700 feet in the centre at the junction of the
Rosebud and Red Deer sheets. The surface plane of this slope is
interrupted by low, smooth, gently rolling interstream ridges which
have approximately accordant summit levels, and by several
residual hills of irregular outline and no general accordance of
summit level. : ‘

The lowest point on the Rosebud sheet is in the bottom of the
Red Deer valiley in the southeast corner of the map-area, where the
elevation is between 2,100 and 2,200 feet above sea level. The plain
level along the sides of the valley varies from 2,400 to 2,800 feet
above sea level. v

The most prominent of these residual hills are the Hand Hills
(3,500 feet), Wintering Hills (3,400 feet), Three Hills (3,100 feet)
and Knee Hills (3,200 feet). The most prominent topographic
elevation on the plain is the Hand Hills, south of Delia. This is an
erosion remnant of a pre-glacial land surface. The top of these
hills is flat and the highest points in townships 29 and 30, range 17,
have an elevation of 3,550 feet above sea level. The escarpment
surrounding Hand Hills is steep and deeply incised. There is tree
growth along the north slope and in many of the valleys.

Wintering Hills, another residual remnant, forms a long ridge
south of Drumheller and Rosedale in township 26, ranges 19 to 22,
with a maximum elevation of about 3,400 feet above sea level.

Knee Hills, east of Siewert lake in township 32, ranges 25 and 26,
rises to an elevation of about 3,200 feet above sea level. A spur
extends southeast to Swalwell. This prominence is also a remnant
of erosion.

Three Hills in township 32, range 24, three miles north of the
town of the same name, may also be of residual origin. The top
has an elevation of 3,100 feet above sea level and is covered with
moraine. The highest points in the Rosebud sheet are in the south-
west corner, close to the fifth meridian in townships 27 and 28, range
29, between Airdrie and Crossfield where the tops of two local
hills have an elevation of about 3,725 feet above sea level.

The lowest point in the Red Deer sheet is in the bottom of the
valley of Battle river in the extreme northeast corner of the map-
area. The elevation of the valley floor is about 2,150 feet above sea
level. The highest elevation occurs in the ridge extending
south from Red Deer valley in townships 36 and 37, ranges 25, 26
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and 27. The highest points in this ridge are over 3,400 feet above
sea level. ‘

Most of the Rosebud and Red Deer sheets is open country, only
the deeper valleys having tree growth. In the northwest corner and
south to about Innisfail district, the upland surface is park-like with
many groves of poplar, willow and some black spruce. The whole
map-area supports agricultural activities, most of it being well
adapted for grain or dairying, with more restricted areas, chiefly
along the east side, better suited to grazing.

Dominant Features.

The outstanding features of the topography are related to surface
relief, character of the underlying rocks and drainage development.

The maximum relief in the region is about 1,550 feet. Thus, an
outstanding feature is the nearly uniform level on the uplands,
broken only by a few isolated residual hills and lower ridges,
irregular in extent.

The character of the underlying rocks had considerable effect in
modifying the minor local relief. The Edmonton and Paskapoo for-
mations differ sufficiently lithologically to render the character of
the surface developed on them distinct. Together these formations
underlie approximately 95 percent of the area. The Edmonton rocks
are made up of very fine clastics with abundant clayey matter.
Glacial erosion as well as normal present erosion has tended to
develop very flat or low angle topography where this formation
forms the outcrop. In contrast, the Paskapoo rocks in the basal
portion of the formation are composed of coarse clastics predomin-
antly. These rocks are only partially cemented with resistant
matrix material, generally having softer and harder bands in any
given exposure. The coarse sands are not as readily moved by
wind or rain action and can form relatively steep protective taluses.
This feature in conjunction with the ribbed nature of the bedding
has resulted in the Paskapoo surface assuming a sharply rolling
character locally. Low rounded hillocks, and irregular, minor short
valley development are characteristic features.

The two formations show differences also in their relation to
surface and ground water. The Edmonton rocks are clayey and
impervious. Water does not seep away on the Edmonton surface;
it is either retained as shallow intermittent lakes or cuts a course
to drainage ways through steep-walled gullies. On the other hand
the Paskapoo rocks absorb surface water readily. The surface
underlain by these rocks is marked by fewer small lakes and ponds
of intermittent type, and the minor drainages are of open-valley and
normal type generally. Many of the larger lakes in the north part
of the area lie in beds which are at the level of Edmonton strata,
and are surrounded by hills of porous Paskapoo rocks, that act as
collectors and reservoirs of the precipitation. At many points along
the valley of the Red Deer the contact between the Edmonton and
the Paskapoo is marked by the emergence of strong, steady springs.
This feature is particularly notable west and northwest of the town
of Big Valley.

The other dominant topographic feature is the drainage develop-
ment. On the west half of the area the drainage is nearly perfect.
Strong creeks in well defined valleys drain the land and there are
few lakes larger than ponds. The major creeks and the Red Deer
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river itself have their courses partly controlled by the structure of
the underlying strata, Although the drainage west of Red Deer
river is nearly complete, it is in the youthful stage. This point is
readily apparent upon noting the breadth of the interstream areas
and the simple broad curves of the 50-foot contour lines of ihe
upland parts. The influence of the underlying gentle folds on
stream directions is an important consideration. It appears to indi-
cate that the pressures which caused the overthrusting of the front
ranges of the Rocky Mountains had effects upon the strata out to
nearly 100 miles in front of the faulted ranges, and the gentle
flexures resulting accord almost perfectly in alignment.

The east half of the area is imperfectly drained. There are several
undrained lakes whose levels are at local base level, and there are no
creeks of important length or depth of valley, except Willow and
Michichi creeks, which drain the west side of the Hand Hills. This
large area does not appear to have had well defined pre-glacial
drainage which may have been obscured by glacial deposits, because
glacial deposits, where noted, are not of important thickness. The
tendency of the Edmonton rocks of this region to form flat surfaces
on erosion, may account in part for this unusual characteristie,

Surface Gradients.

The slopes on the uplands are all gentle and the slopes from ihe
plain level to the Red Deer river or to the major creeks near their
mouths, are short and steep.  The upper valleys of the western
- tributaries of the river have gentler slopes and broader valleys.

The regional slope is to the northeast for most of the area but
more directly eastward in the southern part. The upland gradient
here averages 12 feet to the mile to the east. Across the central
part of the area the gradient of the surface is about 10 feet to the
mile. On the north half of the area the surface slopes to the east
at about 14 feet to the mile despite the fact that most of the drainage
trends to the southeast to join with the Red Deer river.

The valley-side slopes are predominantly steep where the valleys
carry important streams, being as high as 30° slopes, but rarely
steeper. These slopes diminish greatly toward the heads of the
tributary streams.

Aside from the banks of the main streams the only other steep
gradients occur on the north and west sides of the Hand Hills, and
on the north side of Wintering Hills. Locally the gradients at these
places go up to 400 feet to the mile, but nowhere is there relief of
more than 500 feet at this degree of slope.

Over most of the area the gradients are gentle and the topog-
raphic features are of broad and sweeping outline.

Drainage.

The whole map-area comprising about 8,000 square miles,
excepting 650 square miles in the extreme northeast corner, lies
within the drainage basin of the Red Deer river. As mentioned
above, the drainage systems in the area are of two general classes,
complete and incomplete, on opposite sides of Red Deer river. The
higher country west of the river and the sides of the main residual
hills are well drained, while the great flat areas east of the river are
incomplete in this regard. The character of the underlying rocks
and the general topographic relief are the main causes of this con-
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trast. The same causes account for the presence and absence of
lakes in the different regions, as well as for the intermittent or
steady flow of the streams. On the area underlain by Paskapoo the
streams flow the entire season, while none of the creeks running
from areas of Edmonton rocks are persistent.

The directions of the main streams have not been markedly in-
fluenced by glaciation, although some modifications to be mentioned
are possibly effects of glaciation. The directions of the main tribu-
taries of the river from the west are partly controlled by structure
in the west central part of the area. This feature has not been
noted in earlier publications.

In general, the region is adequately drained because the precipi-
tation is light and the available water is barely sufficient to supply
the existent streams and lakes.

According to the Dominion meteorological records the average
precipitation in inches over a period of years at a few points in or
near this map-area is as follows:

Calgary . 1900-1939 17.30 inches
Didsbury 1900-1919 2158 inches
Olds ... 1920-1940 17.78 inches
Carbon ... 1903-1911 1441 inches
Three Hills . 1921-1937 13.15 inches
Hanna . 1926-1935 15.58 inches

The Red Deer river rises in the Rocky Mountains about 70 miles
southwest from the town of Red Deer. This river enters the map-
area near Innisfail in township 36 on the fifth meridian, and flows in
a north-northeasterly direction to the mouth of Blindman river in
township 39. Downstream from the town of Red Deer the river has
developed four meanders which are incised into the plain to about
150 feet. The river then passes through a canyon 500 feet deep and
6 miles long, and runs east for 24 miles to Ardley. At the point
where it is joined by Tail creek, which drains Buffalo lake, the river
bends sharply to the south and keeps this direction, with a slight
eastward trend, for 60 miles, to a point just west of Drumbheller.
Along this part of its course its direction appears to be influenced by
the structure of the substrata. It probably follows the strike of
gentle structural undulations which parallel the Rocky Mountain
front ranges. Seven miles southeast of Big Valley the river changes
its course for a short distance, then reassumes a parallel course as
far as the mouth of Ghostpine creek. The river then takes a south-
east course and keeps this direction for 25 miles, to the east limit of
the area.

At its head the river appears to be antecedent in character, but
just before leaving the outer limestone range of the Rocky Mountains
its course is subsequent for a few miles. This break in its ante-
cedent relation at this point was possibly .caused by relatively rapid
elevation of the outer range for a short period. The generally
transverse direction held by the river across all the foothills and as
far as the town of Red Deer is also indication of antecedent
character.

At Red Deer the river meanders widely in a broad plain, the
meanders being deeply incised in this plain. The presence of lake
beds rather than tills in the cut-banks of the river indicates that
this plain was the site of a lake 12 to 18 miles long, which probably
originated in glacial time. The natural direction for the drainage
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from this lake would have been to the north through the basin of
what is now Blackfalds lake and on into Wolf creek, a branch of
Battle river. Instead of taking this outlet the river has cut a 500-
foot canyon which is six miles long, to drain out to the east. The
middle portion of the Red Deer river, from Ardley to Drumbheller,
was probably a much smaller stream prior to the cutting of the
canyon. It received as its main affluent, Tail creek, which drains
Buffalo lake, as well as the other well defined streams entering it
lower down, from the west. A branch of this inter- or post-glacial
system must have worked headward from Ardley west, until it had
eroded back far enough to pirate the water of the lake referred to
above. Such a stream, with steep gradient and abundant water-
supply at the head, would easily cut a canyon like the one on the
Red Deer in ranges 24, 25 and 26, in the soft Paskapoo rocks. The
supply of water would be strong until the lake had been drained
down to local base level of erosion.

The theory outlined above to explain this peculiarity of the
course of the Red Deer is not yet completely substantiated, but
sufficient observations have been made to suggest this as the most
probable explanation.

After passing Ardley the Red Deer becomes a subsequent
stream, following closely the direction of the axes of the low folds
in the substrata. From Drumbheller eastward control by structure
apparently ceases and the river leaves the area as a consequent
stream.

The Red Deer is of pre-glacial age essentially, but has been con-
siderably deepened since that time (Figures 1 and 3). If the
explanation proposed above is correct, the present river represents
two streams which were distinct in pre-glacial time but became
united by a west branch of the southward flowing stream during
the period of final ice retreat.

The most important tributaries of the Red Deer drain the country
west of that river. The Blindman river is also important but only
runs over about 12 miles of this area. It runs from the high, wooded
country northwest of Red Deer and is confluent with the main
stream 6 miles below the town. It displays no unusual features.

Ghostpine, Threehills, Kneehills creeks and Rosebud river have
their sources in the high ridge lying generally east of the Calgary-
Edmonton highway. These streams run parallel with one another
for most of their length. The three first named occupy broad
valleys in which glacial deposits are found. This drainage system
was developed prior to glaciation. Figure 2 shows a terrace of small
area, the upper beds of which are of unsorted till. Kneehills creek
exposes many such sections along its course. Glacial deposits partly
fill the valley of the relatively insignificant Ghostpine creek. Figure
37 shows a bed of loose gravel, the “Saskatchewan Gravel” of G. M.
Dawson, which he regarded as Late Pliocene in age. It lies only a
few feet above the present level of Kneehills creek, and well down in
the valley near Carbon. In the cases of these three streams, the
lower 4 to 8 miles of the valleys appear young and are deep and
steep-sided. 'This character was probably developed as a result of
the ravid deepening of the main river during late glacial or early
post-glacial time. The gorges were cut down allowing the waters
of the tributaries to enter the Red Deer at grade.
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Figure 1.—Red Deer’valley looking northwest towards Kneehills creek from
Sec, 18, Tp. 29, R.20. The valley is pre-glacial in age.

Figure 2.—XKneehills valley at Hesketh, 8 miles below Carbon. Note small
terrace covered by glacial deposits, indicating the pre-glacial age
of the valley.
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Figure 3.—Red Deer valley looking northeast from Rosedale station. Lense of white bentonitic sandstone above seam No. 1 shows in centre.

m
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Rosebud river in its upper part closely resembles the other
streams. In the region just east of Irricana, however, it {lows
through a large, flat area that has a cover of lacustrine beds. On
leaving this section, which is about 12 miles long, the river enters a
freshly cut valley which soon develops into a narrow canyon and
continues as such to the mouth of the river at Rosedale (Figure 4).
This portion of the valley of Rosebud river is probably post-glacial.

Tributary creeks entering the Red Deer from the east are Tail
creek, Big Valley creek, Michichi creek and Willow creek. None
of these show unusual features except the first named. It has a
wide and relatively mature valley which suggests its pre-glacial age.
It forms the outlet of Buffalo lake.

Big Valley creek runs in a wide flat valley for 20 miles of its
course with a gradient of only 5.5 feet to the mile. In its last four
miles it falls 300 feet. The other two streams are of intermittent
character and are of the normal dendritic type.

. Most of the large lakes lie on Edmonton beds and are of the

interior drainage types, each lake representing the local base level
of erosion. They vary considerably in size from season to season
and are all shallow. The largest one, Buffalo lake, which receives
considerable spring water, has a maximum depth of only 17 feet.
More commonly the depths range from 2 to 5 feet.

Some of the larger lakes occupy sites which were apparently
of glacial-gouging origin in part. Ewing lake is an example. Figure
5 is a view of the north end of this lake. Its greatest depth of water
is 15 feet. » .

Lakes on the Paskapoo rocks are generally persistent, spring-
fed bodies that are occupying depressions made by glacial ice, or
valleys dammed by glacial debris. These lakes are also undrained,
having the general characters of large ponds. Small lakes are
numerous in the high country on the west of the area. Between
Red Deer and Innisfail is a group designated as sloughs. These
lakes are residuals of a once much larger body. The same explana-
tion applies to each of Delburne and Mikwan lakes, south of Ardley.

Gradients of Streams.

Red Deer river keeps a steep gradient almost as far east as the
town of Red Deer. In stretches a few miles west of Red Deer the
gradient is 15 feet to the mile. From the latter town as far as Tail
creek, the average is 5.5 feet per mile, and from this point to the
mouth of Rosebud river the gradient averages 3 feet per mile. The
rate of flow over this portion is about two and one-quarter miles per
hour, and the water depth averages 3 feet. East of Drumheller the
gradient is somewhat less than 3 feet per mile and the river has
many sluggish reaches. ‘

The tributaries entering the Red Deer from the east have sharper
gradients at their heads and near their mouths, and each has inter-
mediate portions of very low gradient. Near the mouths the
oradient is as high as 30 feet to the mile while in the intermediate
stretches the average is about 10 feet.

Big Valley creck has a gradient of 5.5 feet per mile over 80 per-
cent of its course, then plunges to the Red Deer level in its last four
miles with a gradient of over 80 feet per mile.

Michichi and Willow creeks have steep gradients which are
relatively uniform from source to mouth.
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Glacial Effects.

Glaciation affected the physiographical development of this map-
area in several ways. Some areas have been planed by moving ice
sheets, and other areas have received deposits that filled depres-
sions. Drainage ways were blocked and temporary lakes created.
In some places long and irregular hollows were gouged out and lakes
were later formed. The general surface received a veneer of till
and other types of glacial sediment which has resulted in making
the soil throughout the area more uniform than it otherwise would

be.

The extensive flat areas east of the Red Deer river and south of
Battle river were smoothed and planed by glacial action. 'The lower
hills and ridges were also rounded or reduced. There is evidence
that the pre-existing valleys had their irregular slopes smoothed by
the passage of the ice. Figure 6 shows a typical example of such
action on the west bank of the Red Deer west of Munson. In the
middle distance may be seen a sloping, planed surface. This surface
bears glacial deposits down to within 70 feet of the present river
level. In other places the ice gouged and plucked the surface rocks
and left irregularly rounded hills known as “rock drumloids”.
Figure 7 shows such a surface formed on Paskapoo strata in the
south end of Hand Hills, south of Handhills lake. The valley of
Ghostpine creek in township 30 shows evidence of having been
rounded and otherwise modified by glacial erosion. ’

The pre-glacial valley of the Red Deer below Willow creek was
obstructed by ice which left deposits that have been cut through
by the river since the disappearance of the ice from this area. Other
tributary streams, especially Kneehills creek and Rosebud river,
cut through glacial deposits which partly filled their valleys at the
close of glacial time.

The glacial deposits extensively distributed in this map-area
occur in the form of terminal or end moraines consisting of unsorted
till and boulder clay, as partly resorted material and as well sorted
gravel.sand, silt or clay transported by water and deposited in glacio-
lacustrine basins formed at or near the front of the ice. These
deposits occur as irregular hills or undulating ridges, often auite
thick, or as ground moraine, usually thin or now represented by
scattered glacial boulders or pebbles. It is not always possible to
distinguish the undisturbed moraine from the sorted or reworked
glacial material. :

The glacial deposits in this map-area have been derived from
the Keewatin or Laurentide ice sheets that originated in the vicinity
of Hudson Bay. The detrital material transported from the north-
ecast by the Keewatin glaciers consists largely of igneous and meta-
morphic rocks such as granite, gabbro, gneiss, schist, argillite, green-
stone, and locally of harder sandstone and shale from the younger
rock formations under the plains over which the ice moved.

There are three major morainal areas in this map-area. The
largest belt of moraine occurs in the southeastern corner of the
Rosebud sheet, ranges 14 to 21, and extends north around Wintering
Hills and Hand Hills. Tt is well developed from Morrin, northward
to Rowley and across the Red Deer sheet to beyond Buffalo lake
which is at the north boundary of the map-area. A second morainal
ridge extends from the vicinity of Swalwell northwards to the Red
Deer river in ranges 24 to 26, and includes the highland between
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Figure 5—North end of Ewing lake northwest of Big Valley. A typical lake
occupying a depression left by the ice.

Figure 6.—The west bank of the Red Deer river west of the town of Munson,
showing glacially planed slope in middle background, which in-
dicates preglacial age of the valley at this point.
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Figure 7.—Rock drumloids, upper limit of glaciation near Handhills lake.
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Figure 8—Morainal hills west of Clive.
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Lacombe and Clive. Figure 8 shows the typical character of this
moraine west of Clive. A third morainal belt extends along the west
side of the Rosebud sheet from range 26 to the fifth meridian, and
north to township 34 south of Innisfail within the Red Deer sheet.
These glacial deposits in the vicinity of the fifth meridian are derived
in part from the Keewatin ice, but some of the material is of moun-
tain origin and represents glacial debris transported from the foot-
hills to the west. The morainal belt on the eastern side of the map-
area contains material derived from the Keewatin ice sheets. (More
recently the glacial deposits in this area have been recognized as of
Early Wisconsin age.) ,

When the drainage down the pre-glacial Red Deer valley -below
Willow creek was obstructed by ice between Hand Hills and Win-
tring Hills, a large lake was formed to the north. The extent of
this lake is defined by the distribution of the glacio-lacustrine
deposits derived from the moraines bordering this basin. These lake
deposits are widely distributed in the vicinity of Drumheller and
extend on both sides of the Red Deer valley from Willow creek to
about township 33, near the south boundary of the Red Deer sheet.
This glacial lake also extended to the west up Rosebud river and
Serviceberry creek to range 23.

Further field investigations on the unconsolidated deposits in
this map-area will give additional data on the effect of glaciation in
relation to post-glacial drainage and deposition.
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Cuarter II1.
GENERAL GEOLOGY

DEescripTiON OF FORMATIONS
The geological formations that occur at the surface or immedi-
ately below the unconsolidated deposits within the Rosebud and
Red Deer sheets are Upper Cretaceous and Tertiary in age. On ihe
accompanying geological maps (Nos. 8 and 9), four geological forma-
tions are shown. The general characteristics of each formation are
given below and a detailed description of each of the formations is
included in Part Two. Two of the formations, Bearpaw and Edmon-
ton, are of Upper Cretaceous age, and two, Paskapoo and
Oligocene (?) conglomerate, are of Tertiary age. The Quaternary
age is represented by the unconsolidated deposits of glacial and post-
glacial origin. Two of the formations, the Edmonton and the
Paskapoo, represent the rocks beneath unconsolidated material

throughout about 95 percent of the map-area.
The rocks in this map-area, in order of age, from the youngest to

the oldest, are as follows:

TABLE 1.
Table of Fermations
Period Formation Character of Rock
Quaternary Recent Gravel, sand and clay of river, lake and
residual origins.
Pleistocene Till, boulder clay of glacial origin.
Later Tertiary Oligocene(?) Conglomerate, loosely cemented with sand,
clay and marl.
Early Tertiary Paskai:oo Sandstone, soft, grey, clayey and cal-
(Eocene) careous, and clay shales.
Upper Edmonton *  Sandstone, shale, coal seams and bentonitic
Cretaceous beds. Fresh and brackish water origin.
Bearpaw Shale, dark colored to grey, with sandy

beds, some bentonitic. Marine origin.

Bearpaw.

The Bearpaw is the oldest formation designated on the accom-
panying maps. Rocks of this age are exposed only in two small
areas, one in the extreme southeast corner of the Rosebud sheet,
along the Red Deer valley, and the other area in the extreme
northeast corner of the Red Deer sheet along the Battle river.

The name Bearpaw shale was given by Stanton and Hatcher"?
to a series of beds exposed in the Bearpaw mountains in northern
Montana. The Bearpaw formation has not been adequately defined
in Alberta. G. M. Dawson in 1875 referred to this series as the
“Pierre”. J. B. Tyrrell in 1887 and R. G. McConnell in 1890 used
«“Pierre” and “Pierre-Foxhill” to.designate this formation. In 1917
D. B. Dowling® made use of the name Bearpaw for the extension
of this formation into southern Alberta from northern Montana. He
suggests that these sandy shales in the upper part of the series
probably are the equivalent of the so-called “Toxhill”. The under-
lying shales in the lower part of the series are designated “Upper
Pierre”. Dowling observes that the term “Pierre” as used by Daw-
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son included not only the dark marine shales in the Bearpaw
formation, but also the dark marine shales much older than the
Bearpaw and towards the base of the Belly River series. Dowling
assigned the name “Pakowki” to the “lower dark shales” of Daw-
son’s classification.

The Bearpaw consists chiefly of dark grey clay shales and sandy
shales of marine deposition and contains the typical Upper
Cretaceous marine invertebrate fauna. There are several thin beds
of light grey bentonite interstratified with the shales, particularly in
the lower part of the formation. In some areas there are numerous
limestone concretions. Some of the shale bands and the con-
cretions contain marine fossils of which the cephalopods, such as
Baculites and Placenticeras, are common. The former are straight
shelled and the latter are coiled shelled cephalopods. The largest
Placenticeras observed by the writer in the Rosebud sheet measured
forty-two inches in diameter. These fossils are usually coated with
an iridescent layer of lime carbonate known as “mother-of-pearl”.

This formation along the Red Deer valley is about 550 {eet thick,
but it thins to the west and to the north.

In this report the Bearpaw is defined as the dark, argillaceous,
marine beds which overlie the dinosaur-bearing Pale Beds of the
Belly River series, and underlie the massive fresh to brackish water
sandstones of the Edmonton formation. Both lower and upper
limits are reasonably definite and can usually be traced when the
examination and mapping are done in sufficient detail.

Edmonton.

The Edmonton formation represents the uppermost Cretaceous
and conformably overlies the Bearpaw. In 1886 J. B. Tyrrell desig-
nated this formation as the “Edmonton Series”. The term
“Edmonton” was first used by Selwyn in referring to the strata
containing coal seams in the general vicinity of the present city of
Edmonton *¥. Later workers extended the use of this name into
districts to the north and south. The Edmonton formation was
defined and described by Tyrrell who mapped the areal distribution
of these beds in parts of central Alberta.

The Edmonton formation consists largely of sediments deposited
under fresh and brackish water conditions, in shallow freshwater
basins, or in estuaries and deltas, or in littoral zones along the border
of an advancing or retreating sea. Some of the members in this
formation were deposited as mud flats and along flood plains that
were exposed above the water level for short spaces of time, possibly
seasonal. Some of the beds, particularly those containing car-
bonaceous material, originated in enclosed basins or swamps.
Crossbedding, current marks, lensy structure, nodular masses,
ironstone bands, erosion during deposition, younger beds enclosing
fragments of older beds and especially those immediately under,
are a few of the characteristics that prove the continental mode of
deposition of the sediments of the Edmonton formation (Figures 9
and 10).

The composition of the strata in this formation varies greatly,
both laterally and vertically. The Edmonton formation in this map-
area consists of fine-grained sandstones, highly calcareous sand-
stones, sandy shales, bentonitic sandstones and shales, bentonite,
ironstone bands, carbonaceaus shales and coal. Bentonite is the pre-
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Figure 9—Lense of white bentonitic sandstone on top of seam No. § along
Rosebud river south of Wayne. ical structure in the Edmonton

formation. .

Figure 10.—Truncated foreset bedding in the Lower Edmonton member near
Drumbheller. ‘
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Figure 11.—Bentonitic clay interstratified with sand and silt, between
seams Nos. 6 and 7, near Drumbheller.

i

Figure 12—Contact between indurated sand-
sandstones above and soft sand-
stone with ball-like nodules and
mud eracks on a vertieal surface,

in Lower Edmonton near Drum-
heller.

coal
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vailing constituent throughout the whole series of beds. There are
thin beds of pure bentonite from a fraction of an inch up to a few
feet in thickness, and many beds are classed as beritonitic clays,
shales and sandstones. (Figure 11).

All the sandstone members contain more or less bentonite. The
bentonitic sandstones are white on the eroded surface and give a
pronounced banded appearance to the escarpments (Figures 4 and
6). Other hard bands in the bentonitic sandstone weather into
flattened or spherical nodules that are more resistant to erosion
(Figures 12 and 13). Many specimens of fossilized plant fragments
including Cunninghamites sp., and silicified fruit have been collected
from various horizons in the Edmonton formation in the vicinity
of Drumbheller.

This formation also includes some hard flaggy sandstones that
occur in well-defined horizons. On account of their resistance to
erosion these hard thin sandstone layers form ledges and cap the
mesas, buttes and the numerous irregular outliers in the badlands
along the valley of the Red Deer river (Figure 4).

Bands of ironstone and clay ironstone nodules are common
throughout the Edmonton formation. These bands are seldom
more than four inches in thickness and consist of hard irregularly
rounded or flattened nodules that are red, brown or black on the
weathered surface depending upon the iron content in the nodules.
The surface of the nodule is frequently marked into small irregular
polygons and they are known as septarian nodules. The markings
are due to contraction cracks formed in the ferruginous muds dur-
ing consolidation.

The Edmonton formation is the surface formation throughout
much of the eastern half of the Rosebud and Red Deer sheets, east
of range 23. Almost continuous outcrops extend along the slopes
of the valley of the Red Deer river and along the slopes of the
tributary valleys. The strata are nearly flat-lying and erosion has
developed badland topography. The badlands are best developed
along the gorge-like valiey of Red Deer river from Ardley, down-
stream to Dorothy in township 25. This area is often referred to as
the upper Red Deer or Drumheller badlands. Dinosaur bones occur
abundantly in the area.

Paskapoo and Younger Tertiary.

In this map-area the Tertiary is represented by the Paskapoo of
early Eocene age and the Oligocene (?) of later Tertiary age. The
name “Paskapoo” is the Indian word for Blindman. The formation
was so named by J. B. Tyrrell because the strata in this series are
well exposed along the Blindman river which enters the Red Deer
river about six miles north of the town of Red Deer.

The Paskapoo consists chiefly of soft, grey, clayey sandstones,
soft shales and clays slightly indurated. In the lower part of the
formation there is a coarse, more or less uncemented sandstone
weathering to buff colour and of uniform character over a large area.
The formation is of freshwater depositionn and contains freshwater
fossil shells, chiefly mollusks. -

The Paskapoo formation has a wide distribution and occurs as the
surface formation in the western half of Rosebud and Red Deer
sheets (Maps 8 and 9). This formation occupies the eastern side of
a trough-like depression known as the Alberta syncline in which the
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older rock formations come to the surface both to the east and to the
west of this band of Paskapoo which is about sixty miles wide. This
rock formation also caps Wintering Hills and Hand Hills at the
eastern side of the Rosebud sheet. A narrow band of Paskapoo
occurs on the east side of the Red Deer valley from Munson north
to township 38.

The Paskapoo was deposited on a low and sinking surface and
apparently represents a combination of sub-areal ﬂoodplaln and
shallow lake conditions. The earlier interpretation is that this
formation was deposited in a vast lake that was in effect a land-
locked and freshened Cretaceous sea. The formation is known to
become much thicker just west of the area discussed here. Within
this area at least 800 feet of Paskapoo is present in the canyon
between Red Deer and Ardley.

The Paskapoo lies disconformably on the Edmonton and is over-
lain disconformably by the Oligocene(?). The exact age is not
definitely proven by the presence of Oligocene mammals, but its
stratigraphic posmon and close lithological similarity to the Cypress
Hills Oligocene is a safe basis for presuming the correlation. The
presence of thick white marls and chatter-marked, cobble con-
glomerate at both points indicates a similar and likely synchronous
origin. The formation is nearly 300 feet thick on the top of the
Hand Hills. This remnant is all that remains of the Oligocene (7)
in this area. : )

The youngest deposits in the map-area are of glacial and recent
ages. The rocks of these formations are of several kinds, including
boulder tills, gravel beds, lacustrine strata and local loess accumu-
lations. Glacial beds oceur over most of the area. A small portion
of the top of Hand Hills probably received no glacial deposits.
There has not been an extended study made of the glacial deposits
since the surveys of Dawson and McConnell in 1882-85. Their work
has served well for a broad understanding of this formation.

Kneehills Tuff.

In 1924 Sanderson discovered a tuff bed in the Edmonton for-
mation on the Red Deer river east of the town of Ardley. He
traced the outcrop of this bed down the valley of the Red Deer river
to a point west of Morrin in township 31. A volcanic ash bed in this
same horizon was examined at many other points where the beds
of this horizon form outcrops as far south as the Wintering Hills in
township 25. This ash bed was located near Big Valley, on a branch
of Threehills creek six miles north of Carbon (Figure 31), in the
vicinity of Carbon on Kneehills creek, at the head of Horseshoe
canyon (Figure 14), close to the Calgary-Drumheller highway, at
Hand Hills and in Wintering Hills, To this volcanic ash bed, San-
derson designated the name Kneehills tuff. This tuff where
observed is seldom over 8 inches in thickness but it is a most useful
marker horizon in correlating the coal seams in the Edmonton
formation. In the outcrops east of Ardley, the tuff bed occurs about
220 to 240 feet below the Ardley coal seam (No. 14), and about 40
to 70 feet above No. 12 coal seam (Plate I). These intervals are
not uniform throughout the area.

Fuller details on the distribution, character, lithology and com-
position of this volcanic ash bed are given by Sanderson in Part
Two of this report. (Since this bed was discovered by Sanderson
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in the Red Deer valley, he has examined several occurrences of
volcanic ash in the Upper Cretaceous strata in Alberta®.)

There is a wide distribution, both vertically and laterally, of
bentonite in the Upper Cretaceous strata in Alberta, and particu-
larly in the Edmonton formation. It is the opinion of several
investigators that bentonite is derived from the alteration of volcanic
ash. If this is the origin of bentonite in Alberta, it is apparent that
there was much volcanic ash intermixed with other sediments
during much of Upper Cretaceous time in Alberta. This possible
origin of bentonite has been discussed more fully in Part Two of this
report. .
) STRUCTURE

General.

The entire map-area lies on the eastern flank of the Alberta
syncline. The angle of dip is very slight as far west as the Red Deer
river where it appears to incline more steeply. The detailed cross-
sections on Plate I show this feature, especially the four shorter
sections., Along the east side of the area the dips appear to be
nearly flat. In the central third of the area the westerly dip is
broken by very gentle flexures of the strata. The undulation west
of Big Valley has a width of about 12 miles and the closure appears
to be less than 200 feet. A second undulation, shown in section on
Plate I (D-D’) between Rowley and Carbon is only slightly more
noticeable. The largest dips in the whole area are to be found
between Brookesley Bridge and Red Deer. The Alberta syncline
apparently deepens rapidly in this region. The data for plotting
these gentle dips are obtained from elevations taken on coal seams
and other known horizons.

There is considerable difficulty in tracing the local structure at
any point because of the lack of outcrops and the cover of glacial
deposits.

Mention has been made of the parallelism of the streams west
of the Red Deer river. There have been no detailed traverses made
to prove conclusively that the streams here are all influenced by
the direction of folding. This relation was observed between the
river and Ghostpine creek, where local variations in level measured
on the coal seams showed- depression toward the stream valley.
For most of the area west of the Ghostpine, it is assumed that the
same structural relations cause the remarkable parallelism in the
stream courses.

In some of the coal mines troublesome irregularities in the strata
are encountered. These are known as “local rolls”, and to some
miners as “faults”. In following the seams across one of these rolls
the roof and pavement generally rise above the normal level to as
much as 10 feet and then gradually fall back to normal again. Some
of these “humps” are only a few feet in width and others 100 feet
or more. It is noticeable that these rolls are never downward, but
all convex upward. This suggests that the local rolls have resulted
from uneven settling of the beds during final compaction and lithi-
fication.

There is no true faulting in the entire area. Faults have been
reported but in all cases that have come to our attention these have
proven to be surficial slumping. None of the rocks of the formations
have great strength, and they tend to slide wherever the angle is
great or under-cutting by streams has rendered the slope unstable
for strata of this type (Figure 15).
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Figure 14—Typical coulee from upland south of Kneehills creek. Shows {ype:
of vegetation in badlands and shows volcanic ash bed (Kneehills
tuff) in left bank.

Figure 15.—A large recent slump in Paskapoo rocks on west flank of Hand
Hills.
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Discussion of Disconformity.

The main disconformity in this area separates the uppermost
Cretaceous or Edmonton formation from the basal Tertiary or
Paskapoo formation. The earlier workers separated the two forma-
tions at an arbitrarily chosen line which is the top of a coal seam in
the Ardley region. In Alberta the formations were named and
subdivided at a time when it was believed that there was continuous
deposition from Cretaceous into Tertiary time, hence it seemed
essential to allot certain strata to the Laramie or transition group of
that time. 'This situation was the more aggravated because of the
difficulty of securing natural lines of division between the forma-
tions which are somewhat similar in lithology and without diagnostic
fossils in the critical zones. In dealing with stratigraphic problems
of this kind greater importance must be accorded to small and seem-
ingly unimportant criteria which are of physical rather than organic
kind. This kind of evidence, while somewhat less dependable than
comparison of workable faunas, can be relied upon when two or
more lines of physical criteria fall in agreement.

For the reason that they had to cover vast areas and were obliged
to generalize considerably, the earlier workers overlooked certain -
good, though obscure, physical evidence and gave interpretations of
the stratigraphic sequence which can be revised in the light of more
‘detailed observation and more critical analysis of the physical data.

The disconformity alluded to above is based more on interpreta-
tion of the physical evidence than on faunal grounds. While the
vertebrate and invertebrate faunas in the two formations are
different, they cannot be used to delimit either formation for fossils
are exceedingly rare in the upper Edmonton and in the lower
Paskapoo. The plants of both formations are similar and are not
yet sufficiently well known to be of use.

‘The physical criteria that proved to be of use in separating the
formations are the following:

(a) Wide distribution and uniformity of characteristic sedimentary zones
in the Edmonton, e.g., coal horizons, white sediments, volcanic tuffs,
ete. The absence and replacement of these zones where they should
normally occur was critically noted.

(b) The presence of bentonite in abundance in the Edmonton rocks and its
almost total absence as matrix material in the Paskapoo rocks. No
important exceptions to this feature are known.

(c) The minutely and locally conglomeratic nature of the basal Paskapoo,
or its highly oxidized condition at the contact with the Edmonton.

(d) The lower 300 feet of the Paskapoo is predominantly composed of coarse
sand of quartzose character. Small, local exceptions occur. The
Edmonton is uniformly fine grained and the sands all of feldspathic
nature.

(e) The Edmonton rocks weather in rounded slopes, the Paskapoo (coarse
basal sandstone) in sheer cliffs. :

(f) The colour and the degree of induration or lithification of the rocks of
the formations differ to a recognizable degree. This criterion, however,
is the least dependable,

The general difference in the appearance of the formations is
very clear in the neighbourhood of Ardley and on the north bank of
the Red Deer, eight miles west of Ardley in section 1, township 38,
range 25. Whitish Edmonton beds are seen outcropping near water
level and the Paskapoo forms the sheer bank in the background.
The latter strata have a rich buff color in contrast to the light
coloured Edmonton. About one mile west of this point thin lenses
of conglomerate, composed of single layers of pebbles and cobbles of
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quartzite, dioritic gneiss and ironstone, were found in the Paskapoo
a few feet above the Edmonton. On the south bank of the river due
west of Ardley, the contact lies 120 feet above the Ardley (No. 14)
coal seam.

"In the following list are given the localities where the discon-
formity is most apparent, as well as the evidence observed at each
place.

Location on

Sec.

2

10

17

36

13

22

21

24

17

18

Map
Tp. R.
38 25
38 24
38 24
38 23
36 22
36 22
35 21
34 21
34 22
29 23
30 21
33 23
30 22

TABLE 2.

Field Data on Disconformity.

General
Location

Red Deer river
10 mi. west of
Ardley

Red Reer river
6 mi. west of
Ardley

Red Deer river
6 mi. west of
Ardley

River bank 34
mi. west of
Ardley

River bank 3 mi.
east of Tren-
ville P.O.

River bank 7 mi.
east of Mikwan
lake

East bank of
river due west
of Big Valley

Mouth of Big
Valley creek

Opp. mouth of
Big Valley
creek

2 mi. west of
Carbon

1 mi. SW. of
Beleriot Ferry
on Red Deer

1 mi. east of
Trochu

On Threehills
creek, 6 mi.
NE. of Car-
bon.

Observed Stratigraphic Features

Coarse cross-bedded Paskapoo with much red
iron oxide and conglomerate detritus, up to 4
inches diam. resting on white Edmonton
beds, above the Ardley seam.

Coarse, buff, Paskapoo lying directly above
the Ardley seam.

40 feet of Edmonton beds with freshwater
shells, above coal seam. On opposite side of
stream Paskapoo coarse ss. lies as low as base
of this section.

Massive Paskapoo ss. lies 120 feet above
Ardley seam. Freshwater beds of Edmonton
aspect intervene. Paskapoo lies much lower
at localities above,

Channel deposit of coarse buff sandstone
(Pask.?) resting on bentonitic Edmonton 100
feet below Ardley seam.

Buff Pask. ss. 20 feet above Ardley seam
rests on 18-inch bed of ochrous sh. with pul-
monate gastropods poorly preserved.

Ardley seam overlain by 15 feet of coarse
buff ss., then 18 feet of varied lake clays, then
more Pask. ss.

Strong springs emerge at contact here. Evi-
dence here of removal of Ardley seam, in
Pre-Paskapoo time.

Erosion to base of seam No. 12 (Thompson
seam). Overlain by coarse non-bentontic
consolidated ss.

Contact of Paskapoo on Edmonton visible for
over a mile; big seam apparently removed in
one or more places.

100 foot section of massive, buff ss. with
springs at base. Base of section is at level of
ream No. 12.

Massive Paskapoo ss. lies on marine fossil
horizon. One of lowest points noted for
Paskapoo.

Contact of Paskapoo, just above Ardley seam.
Paskapoo here has pebble conglomerate, is
very coarse and of deep buff colour.

Paskapoo in 15 foot section of typical ss. over-
lies Carbon seam (No. 11). It is coarse and
oxidized. Here replaces volcanic ash and
seam No. 12, the Thompson seam.
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TABLE 2—Continued

Location on General
Map Laocation.- Observed Stratigraphic Features
Sec. Tp. R. .
18 30 22 Same locality, ¥» Massive Paskapoo here rests above the vol-
mile south in canic ash. Contact here is 70 feet above last
LSD 10 locality.
4 29 22 On ridge 4 mi. Paskapoo ss. outcrops 30 feet above voleanic
SE. of Hesketh ash beds. Erosion here isolated a small
mound with volecanic tuff on it.
A conglomeratic layer made up of tuff frag-
ments, shell fragments and ironstone seen
below Paskapoo.
14 29 22 1% mi. west of Thin remnant of soft Paskapoo? seen at top
Hesketh of section near highway, does not extend
laterally. Erosion here is below the marine
horizon (see Fig. 22). :
8 28 22 Near school on Paskapoo shown in road cuts and in adjacent
highway ‘coulee where springs emerge from below it.
General surface near here is in Edmonton.
16 28 22 North of road Low bluffs of Paskapoo exposed with Edmon-
divergence on ton forming general valley floor., Pre-Paska-
Calgary high- poo erosion down to volcanic horizon, Figures
way 22 and 32.
24 29 18 1% mi. north of Massive Paskapoo seen lying just above vol-
Rainbow P.O. canic ash bed.
20 26 21 5 mi. south of Massive Paskapoo hbeds appear 40-60 feet
RosebudCreek above the volcanic ash horizon on flank of
P.O, Medloski Wintering Hills,
mine

The localities mentioned above are points where the relations
between the two formations are to be clearly seen. Many more
doubtful instances were observed but these are not referred to
here. At all of the above places the general differences in the two
formations, as listed in the foregoing paragraphs, are manifested.

Indications of this unconformity are very apparent south of this
~ area, along the Bow river in townships 19 and 20, range 19, where

the Paskapoo contact is drawn within 2 miles of the Edmonton-
Bearpaw contact. This narrowing of the Edmonton outerop indi-
cates that the Edmonton has been greatly thinned prior to Paskapoo
deposition. _

The - geological cross-sections (Plate I) indicate the extent of
erosion on the Edmonton previous to Paskapoo deposition. From
this data it is apparent that as much as 450 feet of Edmonton, below
the Ardley seam, is removed in some places. One of the lowest
places is along the Red Deer just north of the mouth of Threehills
creek. The general horizon of the contact from Carbon south and
southeast is about the voleanic tuff horizon. The Pre-Paskapoo
surface must have been uneven with low valley and hill topography.
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Cuarrer 1V,

ECONOMIC GEOLOGY

CoaL
Introduction.

Coal is the most widely distributed and the most important
mineral deposit in the Rosebud and Red Deer map-area. ‘The coal
seams in this map-area occur in the Edmonton formation which is
uppermost Cretaceous in age and is the youngest of the three
important coal-bearing horizons in Alberta, all of Cretaceous age.
Of the other two coal-bearing horizons, the Belly River is middle
Upper Cretaceous in age and the Kootenay horizon is of Lower
Cretaceous age.

The Edmonton formation underlies almost the entire area
covered by the Rosebud and Red Deer sheets, except in those areas
where the underlying and older Bearpaw strata outcrop as shown
on Maps 8 and 9 accompanying this report. The strata in the
Edmonton formation outcrop along and adjacent to the Red Deer
river, and its tributary valleys, especially from range 15 to range
23 inclusive. In the western half of the map-area and in the Hand
Hills and the Wintering Hills, the Edmonton formation is overlain
by the Paskapoo formation or by the more recent unconsolidated
deposits of glacial and alluvial origins.

The detailed stratigraphy, characteristics and origin are de-
scribed in this report by Sanderson in Part Two, and will not be
repeated. -

The geology and the relation, character, composition and thick-
ness of the coal seams in the lower part of the Edmonton formation
have been fully discussed by Allan in 1921 in a report entitled,
“Geology of the Drumheller Coal Field”(. Sections of the coal
seams mined in the vicinity of Drumheller are shown on Plate IV.

Field investigations were carried out by Sanderson in 1924
throughout much of the area included in the Rosebud and Red Deer
sheets. The results of these investigations, supplemented by later
field observations by both authors, form the major part of this re-
port. Sanderson mapped geology and correlated the coal seams in
the upper part of the Edmonton formation. Detailed sections of the
coal seams in the Middle and Upper Edmonton are included in Plate
III. The positions of the various coal seams in the Edmonton for-
mation are shown on Plate I. Stratigraphic sections were measured
by Sanderson at various points indicated by letters on the accom-
panying geological maps (Nos. 8 and 9), and also on Plate I. The
coal seams at these various points are shown in columnar sections
on Plate II.

The Edmonton formation containing the various coal seams has
been measured along the Red Deer wvalley from a point west of
Ardley, downstream to the mouth of Willow creek, by the authors
and R. L. Rutherford. The uppermost beds in the Edmonton
formation, overlain by Paskapoo strata outcrop in the bottom of the
narrow valley of the Red Deer in township 38, range 25, about ten
miles west of Ardley, and the base of the formation, underlain by
Bearpaw shales, outcrops at river level in the southeast corner of
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township 28, range 19, near the mouth of Willow creek. This
measured section, approximately 100 miles in length, contains 1,224
feet of strata assigned to the Edmonton formation, in which there
are at least fourteen coal seams, having an aggregate thickness of
62 feet of coal. Figure 22 is a generalized columnar section of the
strata in the Edmonton formation. As the stratigraphic interval
varies locally, the entire thickness of the section will also vary {rom
place to place. The lower contact of the Edmonton on the under-
lying Bearpaw marine shales is sharp, with fingers of the Bearpaw
shales occurring between the basal Edmonton strata. This relation-
ship is shown in Figures 16, 17 and 18.

The surface of the Edmonton formation has been determined by
Sanderson as an erosional plain with the younger Paskapoo strata
lying disconformably upon the Edmonton erosion surface. In the
development of this erosional surface as much as 450 feet of the
uppermost beds in the Edmonton formation, including the coal
seams, were removed before the younger Paskapoo sediments were
deposited in this area. On account of this disconformity the coal
seams that occur in the upper part of the Edmonton formation, are
not present in all parts of the Rosebud and Red Deer sheets where
the top of the Edmonton occurs. This observation on the relation of
the Edmonton and Paskapoo formations, of Upper Cretaceous and
Lower Tertiary ages respectively, is a discovery that is of great geo-
logical significance, and is additional information on the stratigraphy
of Alberta. The presence of this Upper Cretaceous disconformity
was recorded by the authors in 1925¢%'. This disconformity indicates
that for a time the uppermost part of the sediments in the Ed-
monton formed a land surface which later became submerged,
and on which the younger Tertiary sediments were deposited. As
the land surface at that time, as now, sloped to the east, a greater
thickness of Edmonton strata was removed to the east, so that inter-
bedded coal seams removed by this erosion in the eastern part of
this map-area, were not removed from the western part of this coal
area. The maximum amount of disconformity between these two
formations east of the Red Deer river to Hand Hills is represented
by about 450 feet of strata, according to observation by Sanderson.
The thickness of the Edmonton strata removed during this erosion is
much less in the western part of this map-area. A fuller discussion
of this disconformity or time-break is given in Chapter Three of
this report and a list of the places where this disconformity was
observed is given in Table 2.

The entire Edmonton formation in the Drumheller coal area is
only about 850 feet thick, between the base of the Paskapoo, exposed
near Hesketh, less than one mile north of Kneehills creek, and the
top of the Bearpaw, exposed in the Red Deer valley at the mouth
of Willow creek. This disconformity is the explanation for the
thinner section of Edmonton strata in the Drumheller district. As
only the lower two-thirds of the total 1,224 feet in the entire forma-
tion occur in this area, it follows that the coal seams in the upper
one-third of the Edmonton strata will not be found in the Drum-
heller area.

Correlation of Coal Seams.

The coal seams in the Edmonton formation from the oldest to
the youngest have been numbered 1 to 14 respectively (%' and (' The
first important coal seam above the base of the formation at Drum-
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Figure 16.—Transitional beds between the Edmonton and Bearpaw formations.
Marine shales locally overlapping brackish water Edmonton sand-
stones.

Figure 17.—Sharply defined contact between light colored basal sandstone
in the Edmonton formation and chocolate brown marine shales in
the Bearpaw formation.
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Figure 18—Edmonton-Bearpaw contact between Rosedale and Willow creck.
Shows wind-formed “hoodoo” forms in bentonitic sandstones at
base of thé Edmonton formation.

Figure 19.—Drumheller coal seam in East Coulee, 10 miles east of Drum-
heller. The contact of coal and sandslone is clean and sharp.
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heller is designated No. 1 seam, formerly the Drumheller seam. The
younger coal seams above No. 1 are numbered consecutively to the
highest seam in the Edmonton formation, which is No. 14 or Ardley
seam.

The thickness of the coal seams varies laterally throughout the
formation, and several of the seams are too thin to be mined. The
coal seams in this map-area vary in thickness from less than one foot
up to a maximum of about thirteen feet. Some of the coal seams
designated by a number are only a few inches in thickness, but
because of their continuous lateral extent, these marker seams could
be used advantageously in correlating the various seams in the coal-
bearing formation. Mining operations have been undertaken in
this map-area along the Red Deer valley and its tributaries in seams
numbered 1, 2, 5, 7, 9,11, 12 and 14. The seams are numbered from
the lowest to the highest. In some places No. 1 seam occurs about
140 feet above the base of the Edmonton formation in the Drum-
heller basin, and No. 14 seam occurs about 60 feet below the top of
the Edmonton formation in the Ardley area. The stratigraphic
interval between the coal seams varies in different localities. Some
of these stratigraphic variations are shown on Plates I and II.

Throughout most of this map-area only the more accessible coal
seams near the surface or where exposed along the steeper slopes in
the sides of the valleys, have yet been developed. Coal seams that
are known to occur at greater depth in the formation at various
places, have not yet been opened up.

In 1924 the coal production from this map-area was 1,365,592
tons. This production was from mines in the immediate vicinity
of the towns of Drumheller, Rosedale and Wayne. The mines at
Carbon produced 185,836 tons in 1924, (In 1943 the production
from within the same area was 1,930,204 tons).

On the geological maps (Nos. 8 and 9) accompanying this report,
the coal seams that have been mined at various places in the area,
exclusive of the vicinity of Drumheller and Wayne on Rosebud
river, are shown by circles with vertical and horizontal marks to
distinguish the particular seam. (Since these geological maps were
printed, it has been suggested that it is seam No. 12 (Thompson
seam) that has been developed at Big Valley, and at Nevis it is No.
11 seam (Carbon seam) that has been mined.) The coal seams
developed previous to 1921 at Drumbheller and along the Rosebud
river are discussed in Report No. 4, “Geology of the Drumheller
Coal Field”®’. These are coal seams numbered 1, 2, 5 and 7. Since
the preparation of Report No. 4, several mines in the vicinity of
Drumbheller have been closed and others have been opened up on
coal seam No. 5 (Upper seam or Newcastle seam). h

It is not always possible to correlate coal seams unless the coal
seam or marker can be traced on the outcrop. The various coal
seams in the Edmonton formation vary greatly in lateral extent both

in thickness and in the purity of the coal. Even the lithology and
character of the strata in the floor and in the roof will vary within
short distances. A coal seam may thicken or become thinner or
even pinch out within a short lateral distance. Some coal seams are
known to treble in thickness within a distance of one or two miles.
Other coal seams of two to five feet in thickness are known fto
change to one or more bands a few inches in thickness within a few
miles. A parting in a coal seam at one place may thicken rapidly
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to a bed of rock a few inches or even to eight or ten feet thick
within one mile. Such a condition of rapid change has been noted
in coal seam No. 7 (Daly seam) where it is exposed along the
valley of Michichi creek. These rapid changes in the thickness of
a coal seam make it difficult to describe accurately the character-
istics of the coal, except at the place where the observation is made.
Because of these conditions in the coal seams, important blocks of
good coal may be overlooked in mining development, possibly
through lack of adequate prospecting. On the other hand, mining
operations may become unprofitable because of the thinning of the
seam or the presence of impurities or bone beds in the coal seam.
For similar reasons the correlation of the coal seams in two out-
crops in adjoining valleys may become uncertain. This has been
found to be the case in the Red Deer valley downstream ifrom
Rosedale. :
TABLE 3. )
List of Mines Shown by Mine Numbers on Plate IV,

Fach section of the coal seams shown on Plate IV is designated only by the

number of the mine. The following list gives the mine number as registered

in the records of the Alberta Mines Branch, the name of the mine, the location,
the seam worked in 1921 and the type of entry.

Number Mine Loecation, W. 4th Mer. Seam Entry
LSD. Sec. Tp. R.

402 Monarch 7T 029 20 No. 1 Shaft
367 Midland 10 9 29 20 No. 1 Slope
695 Scranton 5 10 29 20 No. 1 Shaft
678 Western Gem .. .. 1310 29 20 No. 1 Shaft
349 Drumbheller .. .. 14 2 29 20 No. 1 Slope
346 Rosedale 14 28 28 19 No. 1 Shaft
436 Star : . 7 28 28 18 No. 1 Drift
734 Yoho 11 21 28 19 No. 1 Drift
766 Moonlight 16 16 28 19 No. 1 Drift
770 Shamrock 10 20 28 19 No. 1 Slope
347 Rosedeer . 13 7 28 19 No. 1 Slope
640 Western Commercial SR | 7 28 19 No. 1 Slope
643 Jewell 6 7 28 19 No. 1 Shaft
703 Excelsior 3 7 28 19 No. 1 Slope
675 Murray ... 12 28 27 18 No. 2%  Drift
697 Celtic 7 18 28 19 No. 2 Slope
737 Sunshine 6 19 28 19 No. 2 Drift
317 Newecastle SEY; 8 29 20 No.5 Slope
620 A B. C.CO. i CNWi 3 29 20 No. 5 Shaft
439 Premier ... 3 10 29 20 No. 5 Slope
684 Atlas 2 10 29 20 No. 5 Slope
816 Newecastle Jr. .. 9 3 29 20 No. 5 Shaft
776 Hy-Grade 4 11 29 20 No. 5 Slope
819 Elgin 14 2 29 20 No. 5 Shaft
898 Gibson 1 229 20 No. 5 Shaft
848 Midwest 7 2 29 20 No. 5 Shaft
701 Superior ... . 101129 20 No. 5 Slope

- 678 e 1310 29 20 No. 5 Shaft
464 Brooks . 4 23 29 20 No. 7 Drift

* Formerly considered to be No. 1 seam.

Description of Coal Seams.

There are many coal seams in the Edmonton formation. In the
exposures along the Red Deer valley between Ardley and the mouth
of Willow creek, where a measured section contains 1,224 feet of
strata assigned to the Edmonton formation, fifteen different coal
seams have been observed. Fourteen of these coal seams were used
in mapping and are shown on Plate I. These seams were num-
bered consecutively from one to fourteen, beginning with the lowest
prominent coal seam in Edmonton formation. A thin coal seam
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lower than No. 1 seam, has been designated No. 0 seam. In number-
ing the coal seams it is not suggested that it is always possible to
recognize the particular seams in a single exposure, because it has
already been pointed out that the thickness and character of a
particular coal seam and the stratigraphic interval between the
seams may change within short distances. However, the various
coal seams can be correlated at so many places in this map-area
that the authors have found this method of correlation most useful.

A few notes are here given on some of the important characteris-
tics of all the coal seams observed and used in the correlation of the
strata in the Edmonton formation as shown in Figure 22.

Seam No. 0. This seam outcrops close to the level of the Red
Deer river, about 30 feet below the entrance to the Rosedale mine,
formerly the Star mine, in section 28, township 28, range 19. At this
point, the seam is 14 inches thick, but it thins towards the east. The
exposure: of this seam continues to rise above the river level in a
southeasterly ditrection and at the mouth of Willow creek occurs
about 100 feet above the river.

Seam No. 1. This seam was formerly known as the Deep seam
or Drumheller seam, because it is the lowest workable seam in
the Edmonton formation (Figure 19). This seam occurs about 75
to 100 feet above the base of the formation, on the contact of the
underlying Bearpaw marine shales. Coal from this seam is being
extracted in 13 mines shown in Table 3, distributed along the Red
Deer valley from Rosedale at the mouth of Rosebud river, upstream
to the mouth of Kneehills creek. The thickness of this seam in these
mines varies from 4 feet to 7 feet, with an average thickness of
about 5 feet 6 inches. In a few places it is almost 11 feet between
the roof and the floor (Plate 1V). Downstream from Rosedale
where the seam first outcrops at river level, the coal becomes
thinner and at Willow creek the seam is represented by a few inches
of coal. The regional dip of the strata in the lower part of the
Edmonton formation has been determined from the dip of No. 1
coal seam, which is at the rate of about 20 feet to the mile in a west-
southwesterly direction. This rate of dip in the lower portion of the
Fdmonton formation extends beyond this area and across the Sheer-
ness area to the east.

The most characteristic feature of No. 1 seam is its division into
two benches by a band of bentonite varying in thickness from a
fraction of an inch up to 20 inches. As a rule the bottom of this
band is quite regular, but the top undulates. This observation
applies to most of the prominent bands of impurities. In a number
of mines along the Red Deer valley above Rosedale, the bentonite
band is underlain by a band of bone or coaly bone or hard granular
coal, and overlain by a few inches of grey granular coal. In Rose-
deer and Western Commercial mines in the vicinity of Wayne in
Rosebud valley, the bentonite band disappears and is replaced by
bone, coaly bone, and hard granular coal which is frequently
eliminated when mined. There is a zone from Rosedale southeast
where the band of impurities between the upper and lower benches
increases in thickness and reduces the amount of marketable coal.

The band of impurities between the two benches is in some
places too wide to warrant its extraction in order to work the lower
bench of coal. There is also a band of hard granular coal in several
of the mines near the top of the lower bench. The texture of this
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coal is not attractive on the market, although analyses show that its
heating value is just as high as much of the looser textured coal in
this seam. The lower bench varies from 18 inches to 42 inches in
thickness and in places contains a band of bone a few inches thick.

The upper bench varies in thickness from 5 feet to 6 feet 4 inches,
and in places contains one or more thin bands of bone, shale or
bentonite. The roof is shale and bentonitic sandstone (Figures 3
and 4). At a number of places a band of bone separates the coal
from the roof, and in other places a lense of coal occurs between
the bone and the true roof. In a few places the roof is soft and a
few inches of coal are left on the roof for support.

The coal is bright in color when it is first mined, but assumes
a dull lustre on exposure for a time to the air. The moisture con-
tent averages about 16 percent and the ash varies greatly. Exposure
to the air causes slacking as shown by numerous cracks on the
surface, but this class of coal does not disintegrate easily, and with
reasonable care in handling the percentage of slack is low. The
coal from this seam can in most places be extracted in block form,
the size of the block varying from two or three inches to twelve
inches across the face. The main cleavage plane in this seam of
coal trends north 43 to 50 degrees east. There are local areas
where the coal is finer and in some cases rusty, but these areas
might easily be avoided as they are usually associated with local
rolls, slips or where the seam is shattered and moist. Much of this
coal is glossy and amorphous. The jet-like lenses are formed from
logs and massive blocks of wood. Such lenses are quite prominent
in some parts of the seam, some are two inches in thickness and
often the woody structure can be seen on the glossy surface. The
amorphous coal is formed from smaller types of vegetation including
leaves and bark. Specimens from Rosebud valley show a very
intimate association of the two varieties of coal and a very finely
laminated texture is present. So-called “nigger heads” are common
in some areas in the seam. These masses of hard bone represent
the clay, sand and plant material, washed or blown into depressions
on the floor of the basin in which the coal was being formed.

Another pronounced characteristic of No. 1 seam is the presence
of numerous grey translucent and transparent crystals of selenite
(gypsum) along the cleavage faces in the coal. This mineral does
not lower the value of the coal but frequently produces a dull grey
lustre on the surfaces of the blocks of coal when mined.

There is another distinct variety of coal in this seam which is
called “granular coal” or “hard grey coal.” Bands of this coal occur
in some parts of this seam near the bottom of the upper bench and
also below the bentonite parting in the lower bench. This granular
coal is fine textured, hard, and a little heavier than the normal coal.
The granular texture is due to the presence of innumerable con-
choidal fracture surfaces, and not to individual grains of coal. This
texture seems to have been caused by pressure and slight movement
on a bed of coal material made up chiefly of plant seeds and soft
structured vegetation, possibly grasses and other marsh growth.

Seam No. 2. This coal seam occurs 35 to 50 feet above No. 1
seam. At the mouth of Rosebud river between Rosedale and Wayne
this seam varies from 22 inches to 40 inches in thickness, but the
coal thickens to the southeast. It was formerly worked in the Celtic
mine in LSD. 7, section 18, township 28, range 19, on the east side
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of the Rosebud valley between Rosedale and Wayne. There are
now six mines working in this seam at Willow creek and East
Coulee.

The writers are indebted to Gordon L. Kidd, mining engineer and
geologist at Drumheller, for assistance and helpful suggestions in
correlating coal seams at East Coulee and Willow creek with those
in the vicinity of Drumheller. (He first recognized that the im-
portant coal seam at East Coulee is the No. 2 seam®, The coal seam
at Fast Coulee was formerly considered to be the No. 1 seam, until
the correlation was made by Kidd.)

The coal when fresh has a dull lustre due to the fact that it
consists largely of the amorphous variety of coal. There are
irregular lenses of glossy coal. One of these lenses was observed
which measured four inches in diameter and was surrounded by the
completely carbonized bark of the tree represented by the glossy
coal. Rusty coal and joint planes coated with flat gypsum crystals
are common features in the coal in No. 2 seam.

Seam No.3. This seam is seldom more than one foot in thickness,
but it has been used as an horizon marker, and is exposed from the
town of Drumbheller eastwards. No. 3 seam is separated from No. 2
seam by 8 to 12 feet of sediments. In Willow creek this seam
contains 42 inches of coal (Plate II, V.). '

Seam No. 4. This seam occurs 10 feet above No. 3 and it has
a maximum thickness of one foot. It is continuous for some distance
and is useful for correlation purposes. No. 4 and No. 3 beds are ex-
posed near the base of the outliers between Drumbheller and
Rosedale.

Seam No. 5. This coal was formerly known as the Top or New-
castle seam because it occurs at or close to the surface and above
the Drumheller or Bottom seam. The Newecastle mine was the first
to work this seam. In 1921 there were eleven mines working in the
No. 5 seam in the vicinity of Drumheller (Plate IV). In later years
mining in this seam has been discontinued in the vicinity of Drumni-
heller, but towards the head of Willow creek two mines have been
opened up in this seam where there are 3 feet 6 inches of coal.

This No. 5 seam is exposed at the base of the badlands in contact
with the outwash, one-half mile south of the water tower at Drum-
heller (Figure 21). It has been eroded from the flat on which the
town is situated, between the railway and the river. On the north
side of the Red Deer river the No. 5 seam is exposed in the escarp-
ment below the highway bridge about 25 feet above the river level.
It is also exposed near the base of the escarpment in Michichi valley.
West of the mouth of Michichi creek the No. 5 seam disappears
below the bottom of the Red Deer valley, as there is a southwest
regional dip of about 20 to 25 feet to the mile. Between Drumbheller
and Rosedale this coal seam rises higher in the badland slopes
(Figure 20), and near the top of the badland at Rosedale (Figure 3).
The Edmonton formation rises to.the southeast down the Red Deer
valley. No. 5 seam occurs in the upland at Willow creek, but has
been eroded southeast from Willow creek.

The stratigraphic interval between No. 1 and No. 5 coal seams
increases towards the southeast. At the mouth of Kneehills this
interval between these two coal séams is represented by 47 to 52
feet of beds, about 65 feet at the mouth of Fox creek, 80 feet at
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Figure 20.—Badlands in S.W. %4, Sec. 1, Tp. 29, R. 20, looking northwest, No. 5
seam showing in foreground. Seam No. 6 shows below the white
bentonite band in mesa on the left.

Figure 21.—Three types of buttes, north side of golf course in See, 1, Tp. 29,
R. 20. No. 7 coal seam at top of butte on right. Seam No. 5 is
prominent near the bottom of the escarpment.
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Drumheller station, 85 feet at Rosedale, and 105 feet up Willow
creek in township 28, range 18 (Plate 1I, V.). :

No. 5 seam varies in thickness from 3 feet 6 inches to 5 feet 5
inches, but the average thickness where mined at Drumbheller is
about 3 feet 6 inches of clean coal. There is one band of bone
varying from a thin parting up to a maximum of 12 inches, but in
most places this band is less than 3 inches thick (Plate IV).

It appears that this seam has been mined where the coal is
thickest close to the Red Deer valley, because in the mine workings
the coal becomes thinner to the southwest under the upland. The
coal in this seam is only 3 feet 6 inches thick in the valley of
Michichi creek in section 18, township 29, range 19. It thins to the
southeast down the Red Deer valley. Between Drumbheller and
Rosedale there are 40 inches of coal in this seam, and only about 30
inches of coal on Willow creek in section 24, township 28, range 18.

The roof of No. 5 seam consists of shale and bentonitic sand-
stone, both of which are lensy in character. Both the shale and the
sandstone form an excellent roof to the coal seam when dry but a
small amount of moisture in the sandstone will cause the bentonitic
material to swell and scaling or caving will result. At several
points along the west side of the valley mining operations indicate
that the roof is crushed under or close to the escarpment, where
there is evidence of slumping of the beds on the surface.

The physical properties of the coal vary in different parts of the
seam. In some places where mined, the coal is blocky in form, but
in other parts of the seam, especially under the escarpment, the coal
is more broken, with smaller and irregularly angular fragments. As
a rule the coal is shiny. The bright lustre is quite pronounced in
coal from No. 5 seam.

Seam No. 6. The thickness of this seam varies from 6 inches to
37 inches, but it can scarcely be called a coal seam as it contains
very little coal and at many places consists entirely of black car-
honaceous shale. It is a good horizon marker 70 feet above No. 5
seam. In Michichi creek No. 6 seam is 37 inches thick and consists
of brown fissile shale, fossilized wood and black carbonaceous shale.
The most prominent feature in this seam is a layer, seldom more
than one inch in thickness, near the centre of the band, which
consists of carbonized and silicified fragments of wood, bark, leaves,
and even fruit. Many of the carbonized fragments are mineral
charcoal and may represent the products of forest fires of Upper
Cretaceous age.

This seam is 25 inches thick in Rosebud valley about one and
one-half miles east of Beynon in sections 28 and 33, township 27,
range 20, but there are only about 6 inches of coal in No. 6 seam
exposed in Willow creek (Plate I, S. and V.).

Seam No. 7. This seam was formerly called the Daly seam. In
1921 it was worked in one mine (Brooks mine, No. 464), on the
north fork of Michichi creek in section 14, township 29, range 20.
where the coal is 5 feet 6 inches thick. The No. 7 seam is a useful
horizon marker as it occurs 20 to 28 feet above No. 6 seam and
about 185 feet above No. 1 seam where sections have been measured.
This seam indicates the rapid lateral change that may occur in the
coal seams in this area. In section 36, township 28, range 20, and
in section 32, township 28, range 19, it is less than one foot in thick-
ness. At several places in Michichi valley, it has a thickness of 6
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feet 8 inches, but this includes a shale parting 24 inches thick. The
section at Brooks mine, now abandoned, shows 42 inches of coal with
13 inches of bone near the centre (Plate IV.). Along the escarp-
ment west of Michichi creek in section 10, township 29, range 20,
No. 7 seam splits into two seams, separated by 10 feet of shale and
sandy lenses, but in a coulee in the southwest quarter of section 15,
township 29, range 20, the parting thins to 11 inches of shale. On
the opposite side of the valley, south of the A.B.C. mine, now aban-
doned, the seam shows 18 inches of coal, and it lies within 18 feet of
No. 6 seam, but this is only local. There is a dinosaur bone bed on
top of No. 7 seam at this point. Between Monarch mine and Knee-
hills ereek, No. T outcrops close to the base of the escarpment. In
section 14, township 29, range 21, No. 7 seam is exposed at the edge
of Kneehills creek. At this point the seam is about 3 feet 6 inches
thick. A section of No. 7 seam near Wayne in Rosebud valley, shows
one foot of coal. . ,

Less than two miles southwest of Wayne this coal seam is 21
inches thick, but about four miles farther up Rosebud valley in
section 33, township 27, range 20, this seam is 56 inches thick.
Between Drumheller and Nacmine, No. 7 seam is 60 inches thick.
This indicates the irregular character of No. 7 coal seam in this
district.

Seam No. 8. This is not an important coal seam but it is a good
marker as it is persistent along the sides of the Red Deer and
tributary valleys from township 31, west of Morrin where it outcrops
close to. river level, downstream to Willow creek where it is eight
inches thick and outcrops about 360 feet above the Red Deer river.
The stratigraphic interval between No. 7 and No. 8 seams between
Drumbheller and Willow creek is represented by about 87 feet of
beds, but the interval is not regular. The seam varies in thickness
from a fraction of an inch up to a maximum of 4 feet of clean coal
where the seam is exposed near the top of the escarpment in section
3, township 29, range 20. In Fox coulee the seam is represented by
14 inches of coal. In Kneehills creek, No. 8 seam splits into three
parts and the interbedded shale bands are in places ten feet thick.
In Rosebud valley about one mile north of Beynon, there are about
26 inches of coal in this seam (Plate II.).

Seam No. 9. In the vicinity of Drumheller this seam is useful
only as an horizon marker as at no place in this area was it observed
to contain more than one foot of clean coal but the seam thickens
up the Red Deer valley. Five sections of this coal band are shown
on Plate III. It is also referred to as the Stauffer seam because it
outerops in the valley near the river level at Stauffer ferry in section
28, township 31, range 21, and is 30 inches thick. At Beleriot ferry
west of Munson the seam is 10 inches thick, but at the mouth of
Threehills creek, in section 34, township 29, range 21, the coal has
thickened to 42 inches. Three miles east of Hesketh in Kneehills
valley, there are only about 10 inches of coal. This seam has been
worked in the Johnson mine, about 2 miles north of Beynon, in
section 31, township 27, range 20, where there are 39 inches of coal.
No. 9 seam is separated from No. 8 seam by 15 to 50 feet of beds.

Seam No. 10. This seam outcrops along the valley of Kneehills
creek as far as Hesketh, where it is less than 2 feet thick, consisting
chiefly of carbonaceous shale. It is a good horizon marker and has
been designated the Marker seam.
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Seam No. 11. This seam has been called the Carbon seam be-
cause it has been mined in the vicinity of Carbon in township 29.
Farther north in this map-area seam No. 11 has been designated the
Paton seam because in 1924 coal was mined from this seam at the
Paton mine, situated east of Delburne on the west side of the Red
Deer valley, in section 26, township 37, range 22. The various places
where seam No. 11 was observed are indicated on the accompanying
geological maps (Nos. 8 and 9). The extent and correlation of this
seam throughout the map-area are shown in the structure sections
on Plate I. The coal occurs about 750 feet above the base of the
formation.

Seam No. 11 has a wide distribution in this map-area. It has
been mined at Standard, at the extreme southern boundary of the
Rosebud sheet (Map No. 9), in section 2, township 25, range 22,
where the coal is 49 inches thick. This same seam, according to the
correlation, has been mined about one mile northwest of Nevis in
section 11, township 39, range 22, where the coal is almost three
feet thick. Nevis is 85 miles north of Standard. It is to be expected
that seam No. 11 will also occur under much of the western half of
the map-area where the Edmonton formation is overlain by the
Paskapoo formation. The depth from the surface to the coal seam
increases from the outcrop toward the west.

Two fossil horizons were determined in this part of the Edmonton
formation. Fossil pelecypods of marine or brackish-water origin-are
abundant in the beds in these two horizons which were used as
markers in the correlation of the coal seams. These horizon markers
are designated by the principal fossil that occurs, namely, the
Ostrea zone and the Corbicula zone. At the head of Horseshoe
canyon and close to the highway where these two zones occur, the
Ostrea zone occurs 178 feet below the Carbon seam, and the
Corbicula zone occurs 155 feet below the Carbon coal seam (seam
No. 11).

The thickness and character of coal seam No. 11 (Carbon seam),
measured and examined at nineteen localities in this map-area are
shown on Plate III. A list of these locations is given by Sanderson
in Table 6.

The Carbon coal seam, like most of the coal seams in the Ed-
monton formation, varies in thickness, even in short distances. This
coal seam, where observed, varies in thickness from a minimum of
about 15 inches to a maximum of about seven feet. but the whole
seam does not contain clean coal as partings, shale bands and bone
are common. As shown on Plate III this coal seam is 19 inches
thick in Horseshoe canyon, 5 feet in the Peerless mine at Carbon,
6 feet 8 inches at Trentham mine, west of Morrin in section 6, town-
ship 31, range 21, and 7 feet at Mennonite mine, six miles north of
Rockyford. There is a coal seam being mined in section 6, township
28, range 20, about two miles northwest of Beynon in the Rosebud
valley.. The coal is about 3 feet thick and may represent either
seam No. 11, or a lower seam.

Coal seam No. 11 is exposed along the sides of Red Deer valley,
almost all the way from township 38 east of Ardley, downstream
to the mouth of Kneehills creek. At Blade mine in section 10,
township 38, range 22, the coal seam is 42 inches thick with a band
of shale four inches thick. Four miles down the valley in section
26 and 27, township 37, the seam has increased to 45 inches. West of
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Big Valley in section 21, township 35, range 21, this coal seam is only
14 inches thick (Plate ILE.), but seven miles south, in section 19,
township 34, range 21, about six miles west of Scollard, there are
27 inches of coal in this bed (Plate ILF). Thirteen miles farther
south in the Red Deer valley in section 32, township 31, range 21,
this seam contains twenty inches of coal, but at Trentham mine,
nine miles southwest from Morrin, in section 6, township 31, range
21, there are 64 inches of quite clean coal with a few partings,
overlain by 16 inches of coal and shale (Plate 1I1,31).

(According to the recent Canadian classification, the coal in
this seam No. 11 is chiefly subbituminous B rank.)

Seam No. 12 (Thompson seam). This coal occurs about 60 to 80
feet above the Carbon seam and 30 to 70 feet below the Kneehills
tuff bed which has been described in an earlier part of this report.
This seam outcrops along the Red Deer valley in townships 31 to 36,
where it varies in thickness from one foot to three feet six inches
(Plate II, E,F,G, and Q). The most southerly outcrop of this seam
which was observed, is about 75 feet below the plain level at the
head of Horseshoe canyon in section 27, township 28, range 21,
where the coal is immediately overlain by a band of white bentonitic
sandstone about eight feet thick which in turn is overlain by a bed of
mauve coloured shale 24 feet thick. This mauve coloured shale is
capped by the Kneehills tuff, a bed of volcanic ash, discovered by
Sanderson in 1924. On account of wide lateral distribution of this
volcanic ash bed, seldom over eight inches in thickness, it is a most
useful marker in correlating the various coal seams in the Edmonton
formation.

(No. 12 coal seam was mined at Big Valley. When the geological
map of the Red Deer sheet (Map No. 8) was compiled, the coal
seam at Big Valley was correlated with seam No. 14. Later it was
found that it corresponds to seam No. 12. This correlation is noted
in Plate I111.)

Seam No. 13. When the coal seams in the Edmonton formation
were correlated, a seam about one hundred and fifty feet above
the tuff bed was given a separate number (Plate ILF.). It has
since been determined that the coal in this horizon is a lenticular
seam of local extent. It may be a split from the higher No. 14
coal seam.

Seam No. 14. 'This coal seam, known as the Ardley seam or Big
seam, occurs near the top of the Edmonton formation. Sections of
this coal seam at fifteen different localities are shown on Plate IIL
It has been mined at several places in the vicinity of Ardley, and
outerops along the slopes of the Red Deer valley from Ardley in
township 38, southward to township 32. Seam No. 14 also outerops
along the base of the escarpment on the west side of the Hand
Hills, about 160 feet above the volcanic tuff bed.

The Ardley seam varies in thickness and in the purity of the
coal. Sections of coal and coaly shale over ten feet in thickness
have been observed. but the sections of clean coal are less than
six feet thick. At Ardley in townshio 38, seam No. 14 has been
mined along the south side of the Red Deer valley, where the entire
coal seam has a thickness of 10 feet 6 inches, but that part of the
seam mined is 5 feet 6 inches thick. The coal seam, like most of the
seams in the Edmonton formation in this map-area, lies compara-
tively flat and the cover is about 90 feet thick.
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South of Ardley this coal seam is mined at a number of places,
in the vicinity of Trochu, Three Hills, Rowley and five miles south-
west of Scollard. The thickness of the coal and the impurities in the
seam at fifteen different places are shown on Plate III. (The coal in
the Ardley seam is classed as subbituminous B rank, according %o

. the recent Canadian coal classification.)

Seam No. 14 (Ardley seam) corresponds to the “Big seam” which
outcrops on the North Saskatchewan river west of Edmonton; the
Pembina seam at Evansburg; and the Wabamun seam which out-
crops in the vicinity of Lake Wabamun, west of Edmonton.

It is likely that the Ardley seam occurs under a considerable
part of the map-area west of range 23 where the Edmonton forma-
tion is overlain by the Paskapoo formation and the younger
unconsolidated deposits of glacial and alluvial origin. ‘

PeTrROLEUM aAND NATURAL GAs

No definite structural indications were observed in this map-area
that would appear favorable for the accumulation of petroleum or
natural gas. One weak gas seepage was observed on the side of the
Red Deer river below the mouth of Rosebud river, but this gas
may have been associated with some of the underlying coal seams.
The structure sections shown on Plate I indicate that there are
broad undulations in the surface formation. This does not mean
that the structure at depth would be favorable for the accumulation
of petroleum or natural gas. It would be necessary to drill the
underlying formations before the possibilities of petroleum and
natural gas accumulations could be definitely determined.

BENTONITE
General Statement.

Bentonite or soap clay is one of the chief constituents in the
whole of the Edmonton formation(® 21 (" swhere impure bentonitic
clays are ordinarily known as gumbo. The name bentonite has been
applied to clay-like material with strong colloidal properties and
high absorptive powers. It is a-clay formed by alteration of volcanic
ash. A consolidated volcanic ash bed is called a tuff. The presence
of a bed of volcanic tuff, designated in this report as the Kneehills
tuff, shown on Plate I between coal seams No. 12 and No. 14, sug-
gests that the products from a volcano in the form of volcanic ash
were falling in Alberta in late Upper Cretaceous time when the
Edmonton sediments were being deposited.

The first comprehensive treatise on bentonite, compiled by H.
S. Spence®, contains a discussion of physical and chemical prop-
erties, origin, distribution in Canada and the United States,
twenty-four possible uses, and a complete bibliography on bentonite.
Since that date there has been much research on bentonite, and
several new uses have been found for this clay. According to early
reports “mineral soap” or “soap clay” as this clay was then called,
had been used many years ago at various Hudson’s Bay posts in
Canada for washing blankets. A. R. C. Selwyn in 1873 refers to a
soap clay outcropping on “the left bank of the river (North Saskat-
chewan) for a mile and a half below the fort ... Immediately above
the coal seam is g layer of brown greasy clay 6 to 8 inches thick.
This clay works into a lather like soap and Dr. Hector says it was
used by the women at the fort for washing blankets.”®® B. J.
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Harrington re¢ords an analysis of this soap clay from Edmonton, in
the same report, page 64 (Analysis 4). R. G. McConnell also
refers to bentonite on the Mackenzie river near Bear river, in the
Annual Report, Geological Survey of Canada, 1888-89, page 99D.
He states, “It is used for whitewashing purposes, and in former
times served the Indians as a substitute for soap.” These are the
earliest references to the occurrence of this soapy clay in western
Canada. s

This peculiar variety of clay was discovered in Wyoming in about
1885, where it was associated with “soap holes.” The first shipments
from Wyoming for commercial uses were made in 1888 by William
Taylor at Rock Creek, Wyoming, after whom the clay was called
“taylorite”'t’. Ten years later it was found that this name had
already been used for another quite different mineral, so the name
was changed by W. C. Knight to “bentonite”, from its occurrence in
the Fort Benton formation of Upper Cretaceous age in Wyoming'**'.

Bentonite usually contains impurities, so that the colour varies.
Pure bentonite is yellowish green when fresh and white when air
dried. Impure varieties are grey, light cream, brown and even
black in colour, depending upon the percentage of impurities. The
fresh material when moist cuts with a smooth shiny surface. Thin
shavings of pure bentonite are translucent to transparent. The
fracture is roughly conchoidal to shaly and when dry breaks up
into small fragments with curled edges. Bentonite absorbs three
times its weight and seven times its volume of water. On account of
its high absorptive power, it is extremely soapy when wet and with
further addition of water forms a jelly-like mass. When bentonite
is ground finely and thoroughly mixed with water a portion of its
mass will remain in suspension indefinitely.

Other varieties of bentonite with a larger percentage of impurities
occur in many horizons associated with both shale and sandstone
members. Some of the bentonitic sandstones contain as high as 45
percent bentonite by weight. A microscopic examination of these
sandstones shows that the sand grains are coated with bentonite.
When wet the exposures of bentonitic sandstone appear green but
when dry become very white in colour. (Figures, 6, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14,
17, 18 and 31.) The bentonitic sandstones are hard when dry but
become quite soft and easily eroded when subjected to moisture,
This fact is of considerable importance in mining. The roof of No.
5 seam, in particular, in many places consists of bentonitic sandstone
which is hard and stands up so long as it remains dry, but when
water reaches this bed it forms a poor and even dangerous roof.

Beds of quite pure bentonite were observed at several places and
in different horizons in the Edmonton formation. In fact, much of
the strata in the entire formation is bentonitic in character. The
purest bentonite occurs in beds which vary in thickness from a frac-
tion of an inch up to about six feet.

There is a bed of bentonite in No. 1 coal seam, dividing the top

- coal from the bottom coal (Plate IV). This bed of bentonite is guite

persistent throughout the whole district where the seam was ob-

served, but varies in thickness from a fraction of an inch up to a

maximum of two feet. Dark streaks and minute lenses of coal are

common, especially in the lower part of the thicker portions of the
bed. The quality of this bentonite is shown in Analysis 2.
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A bed of pure bentonite, which varies in thickness from three
feet to almost six feet, occurs between No. 6 and No. 7 coal seams
in the vieinity of Gibson mine, about one-half mile south of Drum-
heller railway station (Analysis 1).

The best bed of pure bentonite observed outcrops on a narrow
ridge on the west branch of Michichi creek, on the south side of the
highway, in the northwest quarter of section 14. This bed occurs
between No. 5 and No. 6 coal seams, and varies from three to five
feet in thickness* (Analysis 3).

High grade bentonite occurs in the lower strata in the Edmonton
formation, exposed along the Red Deer valley south of Rosedale at
East Coulee and Willow creek (Figures 29). Thin beds of bentonite
were observed north of Drumheller, in the vicinity of the Monarch
mine and north of the mouth of Kneehills creek (Figure 1). Ben-
tonite beds are also exposed on Horseshoe canyon, a branch of
Kneehills creek (Figure 14).

Analyses.

Analyses of samples of bentonite from four localities are given
below:

1 2 3 4
Silica 69.52 69.46 68.88 36.49
Alumina 21.64 16.25 16.34 13.48
Iron Oxide . 3.06 3.35 2.86 1.80
Lime 000 . 206 2.18 2.03
Magnesia 0.21 2.76 132 0.66
Sodium and Potassium Oxide 0.00 *1.08 2.15 0.00
Ignition 1.oSs . DA 5.04 6.27 4432

1. Pure conchoidal sample from an irregular bed, 3 to 6 feet
thick, between No. 6 and No. 7 coal seams, close to Gibson
mine tipple.

2. Bentonite parting in No. 1 coal seam, Rosedale mine,

3. Sample from bed about 3 feet thick between No. 5 and No.
6 coal seams, Kidd pit, Michichi creek, Drumbheller.

4, Sample of “soap clay” from Edmonton, analysed in 1874,

Uses. ;

Bentonite has become an important mineral product on account
of the many uses that can be made of it. About one hundred dif-
ferent uses have been recorded for bentonite.

Bentonite has been used extensively in the manufacture of
paper, textiles and other fabrics; in de-inking old news print; as
plaster board. wall board and insulation blocks; in the manufacture
of rubber and paints; in the sizing of yarns; in the dye industry;
as a water softener: as a beauty clay; in toothpaste; as a binder
for briquets; as medicinal absorbent dressings; as hoof packing and
dressing for animals; and as a filler in soap. It has been exten-
sively used as a bonding ingredient for molds and cores and as a
core wash in the foundry industry; for refining of gasoline and oils,
as a drilling mud; in the cement industry; in the manufacture of
various ceramic products; in certain cements; as emulsions and for
various other purposes. On account of the extreme hardness of
bentonite when dried or burnt, it has been used as a clay ballast in
the construction of certain types of roads where impure bentonite or
gumbo clays can be kept dry with some kind of an impervious

*In recent years commercial use has been made of this bentonite. G. L. Kidd has opened
up this bed by strioping overations. The bentonite is shivped to Calgary where it is
processed into drilling mud which is used in the drilling of oil wells in Turner Valley,
35 miles southwest from Calgary, Alberta. :
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waterproof surface. An important use for bentonite in Alberta
should be to produce muds or circulating fluid, extensively used in
drilling oil wells. In recent years a small quantity of the purer
grade of Alberta bentonite from Drumheller has been used in oil
well drilling in Turner Valley. .

Bentonite is widely distributed throughout the Edmonton for-
mation in this map-area and in other parts of Alberta, so that any
large deposit of pure bentonite should be investigated for possible
utilization.

MarL

Marl is a loose, friable clay consisting chiefly of carbonate of
lime. The colour is usually white or grey, but frequently is yellow
or dark grey depending upon the impurities in the marl. This
material is usually deposited by springs or seepages of water along
hill sides. There are several small deposits of marl in this map-area.

The occurrence of marl in the Hand Hills (Figure 34) may be
of some importance. The material has not been tested but it appears
in the field to be pure enough to be used as a cement ingredient, or
for soil enrichment or ofther uses. These deposits are quite
accessible and the guantity appears to be large.

SanND AND GRAVEL

No deposits of clean siliceous sand are known in the area. The
soft Paskapoo sandstones can be easily crushed and used, but the
mixed mineral constitution of the sand detracts from its quality. No
pure sands ocecur in the Edmonton formation. In the glacial deposits
local lenses of sands occur that are higher in percentage of quartz
than any sands occurring lower in the section, but they are of too
limited extent to be of importance, except locally.

Unsorted gravel occurs in quantity at several points, notably
between Scollard and Big Valley, and along Kneehills creek, west of
Carbon. In the former locality the deposit is a large one and has
been used by the railway as a source of ballast. Local gravel lenses
up to 5 and 10 feet thick occur at the base of the glacial section.
These generally have too great a cover of useless till to be exploited.

In recent years the road building program has required gravel
suitable for road construction, and several gravel pits have been
opened up in this map-area. (In 1944 there were fifteen pits from
which gravel was being excavated and nine of these pits were
operated by the Alberta Government Department of Public Works.)

Cray
Clays suitable for common brick occur within the glacial silts
and also in alluvial clays that have been moved about in water
before deposition. No commercial use is being made of the clays,
but the possibilities are worthy of investigation.
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Parr Two
HISTORICAL GEOLOGY AND SEDIMENTATION
By J. O. G. SANDERSON

CuAPTER V.

INTRODUCTION
Purpose of Work.
This part of the report, Part Two, deals with the physical fea-
tures of the formations encountered in the map-area, and with the
organic remains that have been found in them.

The purpose of this investigation was primarily, to correlate the
coal seams of the Edmenton formation, and in doing so, to study the
geology of the Red Deer and Rosebud sheets (Maps No. 8 and 9).
In the course of the work on the Edmonton formation it was found
convenient to collect data on the lithology and palaeontology of the
formations associated with the Edmonton.

In Part Two it is proposed to outline as fully as possible the
known information on the lithology and fossils of the formations in
this area, with special attention devoted to the Edmonton formation,
which is the most important one from both economic and strati-

" graphic aspects.

The field work was carried on in 1924 under the direction of Dr.
J. A. Allan. The Drumheller district was studied in detail by J. A.
Allan, R. L. Rutherford and the writer in 1921. During several
seasons since 1924 the writer has studied the Edmonton and related
formations in adjacent areas in several parts of Alberta, while
employed by the Geological Survey of Canada, Imperial Oil Com-
pany Limited and other private employers.

Detailed studies of the invertebrate fauna, lithology, sedimenta-
tion and stratigraphical correlations of the Edmonton formation
have been carried out at Yale and Toronto Universities, and at the
latter school the subject, “The Geology of the Red Deer River

~ Region, Alberta”, formed the writer’s thesis presented in partial
fulfillment of the requirement for a doctorate degree in 1928.
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Outline of Investigation and Summary of Results.

The main considerations undertaken in this report are the
palaeontology, lithology and correlation of the several formations
that were studied. The available literature on these topies has been
studied and the pertinent information obtained has been compiled
and added to that obtained by the writer in the field and laboratory.
This was done in order to make the present report as complete a
compendium of the features and characteristics of these formations
as possible.

Freshwater and marine invertebrate fossils were collected during
the progress of the field work. At the same time coal and litho-
logical samples were taken at representative localities for later
analysis. A study of the faunas and rocks was conducted by the
writer, and the coals were analysed in the laboratories of the
Scientific and Industrial Research Council.*

The physiography and glacial geology were noted concurrently
and are described in Part One of this report.

The results of the palaeontological study indicate the presence
of a marine fauna of Fox Hills aspect, present as a thin tongue near
the middle of the Edmonton formation. The fauna is listed and
compared, and several new varieties and species occurring in it
are described and figured. Some of these are not from the area
described in this report, but are included because they belong in
series with the forms occurring in the formations in the Red Deer
and Rosebud areas. The freshwater invertebrates, vertebrates and
the floras of the formations are also listed. The latter compilations
have been derived mainly from previous publications and unpub-
lished records. The above lists make up the most complete faunal
record of the formations of this age for this part of Alberta that
has yet been compiled.

The fossils and the stratigraphic features of the Edmonton
demonstrate the close relationship of this formation to the Fox Hills
of the northwestern United States in time and origin. The presence
of a marked disconformity at the top of the formation seems, finally,
to account for the absence of the Lance formation in Alberta. And
further, the disconformity, and some related data, make possible a
much closer estimation of the age of the Paskapoo formation than
has hitherto existed. It is regarded by the writer as probably
equivalent to formations of Upper Fort Union age, and possibly of
early Eocene age.

The study of the lithology and sedimentation involved mechani-
cal, mineralogical and some partial chemical analyses of the rocks.
Thin sections of many representative samples were studied. This
work has indicated the distinctions that can be made between the
Cretaceous and Tertiary rocks, and has shown the singular char-
acter of the Edmonton sediments. Itis concluded that the Edmonton
formation is essentially of delta origin, and contains a great deal
more of pyroclastic sediments than has hitherto been supposed. The
mechanical analyses have indicated marked distinctions in the
different formations. The Edmonton has very few well-sorted
aggregates. The rocks are all fine-grained and are predominantly

*These coal analyses were useful in correlating some of the coal seams, but are not
included in this report because a new Canadian classification of coals was introduced
in 1938. The classification of the coals in this map-area is included in “Coals of
Alberta” by Edgar Stansfield and W. Albert Lang, Report 35, Research Council of
Alberta, 1944. .
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admixtures of extremely fine and relatively coarse detritus. There
are few pure clay-grade strata, and no non-argillaceous, or well-
sorted, sandstones present. The jelly-like clay, commonly referred
to as bentonite, is present in -all the strata, except in the marine
tongue, and in some of the thin bands with calcite matrix. It forms
the weak cementing matrix for most of the light coloured sandy
strata.

Mineralogically the Paskapoo formation is not unusual, but the
Edmonton is of singular character. The coarser constituents of the
Edmonton are mainly highly angular, relatively unaltered plagio-
clase fragments, and milky, angular, quartz grains. Little indication
of the rounding action of water, either as carrier or solvent, is
noted. The most abundant heavy detritals are micas and magnetite.
The iron and magnesium-rich micas are practically fresh. Other
heavy detrital materials are present only in small quantity, and
comprise angular zircon, hornblende (unaltered), topaz, tourmaline
(generally sharply truncated rods), and rarer rutile and anatase.
Garnet is less common than in ordinary clastic rocks, but is present.

In general the mechanical and mineral constitution of the
Edmonton rocks is unusual and indicates a unique mode of origin
and special conditions of deposition. It is concluded that the
Edmonton formation was deposited under delta conditions.

The field work resulted in a systematic correlation of the coal
seams of the Upper Edmonton formation, over an area of about 8,000
square miles. Other stratigraphic results were the discovery of an
important disconformity at the top of the Edmonton or Cretaceous
section and the finding of a true volcanic tuff as a stratum in the
Edmonton. The interpretation of this disconformity has an im-
portant bearing on the long standing “Laramie Problem” in western
North America. The discovery of determinable volcanic glass
suggests a possible explanation for the abundant colloidal clays in
the Edmonton. In general the data obtained have led to a clearer
understanding of the stratigraphic relations of the different forma-
tions of the area.
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Cuapter VI.

SYSTEMATIC DESCRIPTIONS OF THE BEARPAW
AND EDMONTON FORMATIONS

Bearraw Formation
Distribution,

The Bearpaw formation is of marine origin. The formation
covers a vast area in Canada and the United States. Although it is
exposed in only two small areas in the northeast and southeast
corners of the present map-area, it is generally believed that it
underlies the entire area at various depths up to 2,000 feet.

Outside of this area the Bearpaw has its greatest exposure
to the east and south. It outcrops as a belt which has a maximum
width, in Alberta, of 60 miles, and which extends from the North
Saskatchewan river to the International Boundary, becoming
gradually narrower in that direction. The extent of the formation
to the west is limited and is not precisely known. The shales of
Bearpaw age pinch out east of Rocky Mountain House, about 40
miles west of this map-area. The western border of the Bearpaw
sea probably had deep, large bays, some of which closely approached
the site of the present front ranges of the Rocky Mountains.

Thickness and Lithological Character,

Like all sedimentary strata, the Bearpaw shale varies in
thickness from place to place. In the Red Deer river region the
formation is probably thickest along the east side of the area
mapped and possibly thins out completely at points along the
western border of the map-area. Precise information away from
the outcrops has not been obtained.

As exposed along the Red Deer river, east of Drumheller, the
thickness is probably between 400 and 500 feet. J. A. Allan®
states that the formation is about 600 feet thick in this region.
Another estimate, made by Barnum Brown''*’ in 1914, places the
Bearpaw here at 260 feet thick. J. B. Tyrrell calculated that the Fox
Hills-Pierre along the Red Deer is 600 feet thick. He probably
included some of the Lower Edmonton. A careful estimate, made
by P. S. Warren and the writer in 1925, of the Bearpaw exposed
on Bow River near Bassano, indicated a thickness of 400 to 500 feet.
The formation was originally defined by Stanton and Hatcher'"' in
1905 in the region about Bearpaw mountains in Montana. They
did not determine the thickness but accepted the estimates given
by G. M. Dawson and R. G. McConnell for the thickness of this
formation in Canada, which is 750 feet.

Lithologically the Bearpaw is distinctive. The rocks are pre-
dominantly argillaceous, but have occasional benches of sandstones
and beds of nodular limestone. The shales vary from drab grey
colour to chocolate brown colours of several tints. The grey shales
most frequently have calcareous and nodular layers, while the
brown shales contain ironstone nodules and lenses. Fossils are found
in both types and most commonly in nodules. Thin beds of ben-
tonite and of volecanic tuff are found in the Bearpaw especially near
its base. Bentonite is less common in the rocks below the Bearpaw
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Figure 22-—Composite section showing subdivisions of the Edmonton formation,
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Figure 23.—Panorama of Lower Edmonton member, Rosebud river near Beynon.
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in Alberta. The main features of the Bearpaw are the soft shaly
character and monotonous similarity of the rocks in the formation.

Sedimentation and Interpretation.

The sedimentation was of normal marine character, the clastics
brought down were fine grained and during diagenesis were
rendered fissile. They accumulated slowly enough to allow of
segregation of calcareous matter and ferruginous components to a
marked degree. The bulk of these constituents in the formation
is found in distinct thin layers or in bands of more or less rounded
nodules. A peculiarity of the sedimentation is the apparent
isolation of the fossils in the iron and calcareous nodules. Except
in the nodules, fossils are rarely encountered.

The lower contact of the Bearpaw with the Belly River is every-
where sharply defined. In contrast its upper contact with the
Edmonton is gradational and indistinet; interdigitation prevails.
This system of contacts is apparently characteristic of the advancing
and retreating phases of a marine incursion. Figure 24 is a photo-
graph of the Bearpaw-Edmonton contact at the mouth of Willow
creek along the Red Deer. It illustrates the gradational character
of the contact.

Figure 24.—Bearpaw-Edmonton contact at the mouth of Willow creek, show-
ing the gradual change in the lithology from one formation to
the other.

The Bearpaw formation does not present unusual difficulty in
the interpretation of its deposition history. The deposits were laid
down in a shallow sea which came in from the southeast. The cause
of its incursion was probably the excessive submergence of the
heavily loaded pre-montane belt occupied by the thick deposits of
the Belly River series. During Bearpaw time, the forces of orogeny
were quiescent in the west and only fine grained detritus reached
the basin of deposition. The sediments, with such large proportions
of lime, iron and aluminous matter, indicate that the dominant
process was rock decay by weathering in the area supplying the
detritus. The evidence of separation and segregation of those con-
stituents during diagenesis proves that sedimentation was slow. The
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physical agencies causing the separation and segregation of lime,
iron and silica in these deposits had ample time to take effect before
packing and dehydration, resulting from superimposed strata, had
become an effective check.

Bearpaw Fauna.

In this formation the typical Upper Pierre fauna finds its greatest
development. The majority of the forms are Pelecypoda, and of
these Prionodesmacea predominate slightly. Teleodesmacea almost
equal the more primitive representatives in number of species.

Collections have been made from the Bearpaw in many places
in the west. D. B. Dowling'®' has published a list of all the species
recognized up to 1917. Since the appearance of this list the follow-
ing forms have been identified by the writer from the Bearpaw
of the Cypress Hills region:

Pelecypoda—Ostreq larva, var. nov.
Cuallista pellucida, M. & H.
Callista owenana, M. & H.
Inoceramus cf. sublaevis, Hall & Meek.
cf. Cucullaea soleniscus, Stant.
Turnus elegantula, M. & H.

Gastropoda—Fuasciolaria galpiniana, Stant.

Vanikoro ambigua, M. & H.
Anchura sublaevis, M. & H.

The complete fauna to date is indicated in the following table:

TABLE 4.
Summary of Upper Pierre (Bearpaw) Fauna of Alberta

Class Order Number of Species

Brachiopoda Atremata . 1
Prionodesmacea 21

Pelecypoda Anomalodesmacea 2
Teleodesmacea 20

Ctenobranchia 6

Gastropoda Opisthobranchia 4
: Pulmonata 3

Cephalopoda Ammonoidea 9
Nautiloidea 1

Crustacea Decapoda 1

The Bearpaw is generally readily recognized by such species as
Liopistha undata, M. & H., Protocardia subquadrata, E. & S., P.
borealis, Whit., and the Upper Pierre ammonites. The range of the
individual species has not been studied in detail, and it is not known
if there are species confined to this formation.

Age and Correlation.

The Bearpaw of Alberta has been traced into the Upper Pierre of
southern Saskatchewan and North and South Dakota, as well as
into the Bearpaw shale formation as described by Stanton and
Hatcher, in Montana. Its Senonian age is established by the rela-
tions of the fauna with that of the Ripley formation of the Atlantic
states, and the generally accepted correlation of that formation with
Senonian formations in Europe.
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Epmonton ForMATION
Distribution. .

As originally deposited, the Edmonton formation covered most of
Alberta east of the foothills and south of latitude 56°. It grades into
the thinner Fox Hills formation to the east and south, and on the
west apparently becomes a part of the thick, undifferentiated de-
posits of the Upper Montana subdivision of the Cretaceous. Similar
formations that are stratigraphically equivalent in the western
States are known as the Horsethief sandstone in Montana, and the
Lennep and Meeteetse in Wyoming.

Within the area described in this report the Edmonton is exposed
over the eastern half, with an area of about 3,500 square miles, in a
broad belt east of Alix, Big Valley and Carbon, and in the vicinity
of Drumheller. Over the remainder of the area it is overlain by
the Paskapoo. The accompanying areal geological maps (Nos. 8
and 9) and the general cross-sections (Plate I) show this
distribution, S ‘

Thickness.

A nearly continuous section of the Edmonton from the flank of
Hand Hills down Willow creek to its mouth reveals a thickness of
1,050 feet of beds, measured from the base of the massive buff
Paskapoo sandstone to the top of the brown shales of the Bearpaw.
The upper limit of this section is well defined, but the lower one
is less definite. The base is placed 140 feet below the Drumbheller
coal seam, or at the base of the first thick whitish sandstone member
of the Lower Edmonton.

A full section is not obtainable elsewhere in the region, except
the one exposed along the Red Deer river from Ardley to the mouth
of Willow creek, which is a distance of about 90 miles.

Careful measurements of the thickness of the upper part of the
formation prove that the beds vary in thickness from place to place,
and that the formation appears to be thickest near the mouth of
Big Valley creek. It is believed that the Edmonton at this point is
somewhat over 1,200 feet thick. Partial sections from the base to
the top of the formation have been measured and correlated by
means of well defined horizons, such as the marine tongue, volcanic
tuff bed, and prominent coal seams. The accompanying Plate II,
“Stratigraphic Sections, Red Deer and Rosebud Sheets”, indicates
the horizons correlated and the localities of useful sections. The
average obtained from such measurements indicates an average
thickness of about 1,000 feet for the formation in this area. The
Edmonton thins gradually towards the east. Correlation with the
Cypress Hills section shows a thinning of about 450 feet in 180 miles
in this direction. The thickness of the formation or its equivalents
in the foothills to the west has not been ascertained.

Subdivisions.
The Edmonton is divisible into three natural parts in this area.
These subdivisions are as follows (See Figure 22):
Upper Edmonton member
Middle Edmonton member
Lower Edmonton member

The Upper Edmonton member includes the upper 290 feet of the
formation. The top is placed somewhat above the limit set by J. B.



62 RESEARCH COUNCIL OF ALBERTA, REPORT 13

Tyrrell'"™, which is the top of the Ardley seam. In the Ardley
neighbourhood 100 feet of freshwater beds with coaly layers and
considerable bentonitic eclay is found lying conformably above the
big coal seam. These strata lie below the disconformity and must,
therefore, be considered as of Edmonton age. Locally there are two
to four beds of coal lying below the Ardley seam, and within 75
feet of it stratigraphically. The remainder of the Upper Edmonton
is composed of the characteristic, light coloured sandstones and silt-
stones, with local lenses of more argillaceous and ferruginous strata.
The base of the Upper Edmonton is drawn at the horizon formed
by the top of the dark, possibly marine shale, which includes the
Kneehills tuff. The stratigraphic interval between the “big seam”
and the volcanic tuff varies from place to place, with a range of 200
to 290 feet. The most prominent features of the Upper Edmonton
member are the presence near the top of the Ardley seam, and the
scarcity or lack of dinosaur fossils in it. The best exposures of this
member are found from Ardley to Big Valley along the river, and
in the Hand Hills.

The volcanic ash horizon forms a convenient and widespread
boundary plane separating the Upper and Middle Edmonton mem-
bers. The Middle Edmonton member is composed of all the beds
from the top of the dark bentonitic shale containing the tuff, down
to the top of the Drumheller marine tongue. This section is
approximately 300 feet thick. The uppermost bed is a dark grey to
mauve-black shale, which encloses selenite crystals in some places, -
and which includes near its base the thin persistent tuff layer. It
is underlain by a prominent, white, bentonitic sandstone. This
member is prominent in exposures between Big Valley and Scol-
lard, and also in the Kneehills valley near Carbon. The sarndstone
is considerably lighter in colour than adjacent strata. The relative
positions and thickness of these members are shown in Figure 22.
The tuff bed occurring in the upper dark shale is here named the
Kneehills Tuff because of its numerous outcrops on Kneehills creek
and its branches.

Fifty feet below the tuff horizon there is a coal seam that is
named the Thompson seam. It first reaches mineable thickness
at'Thompson’s mine in township 36 on the Red Deer river southeast
of Ardley. The intervening beds show no exceptional features; they
are interlensing bentonitic sandstones and siltstones of drab colour.
Below the Thompson seam, or seam number 12 of the series, occurs
another locally important coal bed. This seam reaches a thickness
of over 5 feet in the neighbourhood of Carbon, and is mined at several
places. The interval between these two seams of the Middle
Edmonton member varies considerably, anywhere from 50 to 100
feet of strata separating the two. The lower seam is called the No.
11 or the Carbon seam because of its importance in the environs
of that town. It is also mined at Standard, on the Rosebud in
section 23, township 27, range 23, and on the north slope of the
Wintering Hills, 4 miles south of Rosebud Creek. The rocks below
seam number 11 are not of unusual type; they closely resemble
other parts of the Edmonton section, only differing in having
slightly less admixture of calcareous and ferruginous matter. The
Middle Edmonton member is best exposed in Horseshoe canyon,
and along the Red Deer west of Big Valley. Near Carbon the
Thompson seam does not carry mineable coal, but is represented
by dark coloured, carbonaceous silts and clays. The base of the
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member is drawn at the top of the Drumheller marine tongue, and
is marked by the occurrence of Corbicula occidentalis ventricosa
(Figure 27).

The Lower Edmonton member is the most important in thickness
and in contents of coal. Its thickness averages about 600 feet. The
upper 25 feet of the member is composed of marine strata of shore-
line type. It is well developed in Horseshoe canyon and in the
neighbourhood north of Beynon. It is named the Drumbheller
marine tongue because of its occurrence in coulee exposures north,
west, south and east of that town. At the type locality in Horseshoe
canyon, S.E. ¥ section 33, township 28, range 21, the following
section is exposed:

Arenaceocus limestone with abundant

Corbicula occidentalis veNtTiCOSE v 3 feet,
Barren, bluish siltstone, poor in bentonite ... 19 feet.
Arenaceous limestone with abundant

Ostrea glabra coalvillensis ... ..o, 3 Teet,

At some other localities the two zones seem to merge, and Ostrea
and Corbicula occur together in a thinner marine stratum.

The remainder of the lower member is characterized by the
prevalence of coal seams, higher content of bentonite in the rocks,
and generally greater variation in the lithology. The development
of sedimentary structures of delta origin is also most notable in this
member. These structures and peculiar beds are referred fo in
connection with sedimentation.

Figure 23 is a panoramic view of the exposure of part of the
Lower Edmonton member above and below seam number 7, along
the Rosebud river between Wayne and Beynon. Figure 25 is a
photograph of a freshly slumped exposure of the upper part of the
lower member, showing seams numbers 8 and 9, on the north bank
of the Rosebud about one mile west of Wayne.

Figure 25.—Fresh exposure, the result of a recent slump in Edmonton rocks
along Rosebud river near Wayne.
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Under the general heading, lithology, the several distinct types
of component rocks are described separately. The whole for-
mation is composed of a few rock types occurring repeatedly as
relatively thin strata.

Lithology.

Poorly sorted sandstones and siltstones, cemented for the greater
part with bentonitic clay, make up the bulk of the rocks of the
formation. Rocks present in small quantity are arenaceous lime-
stone, clay ironstone, pure clays, volcanic tuff and coals. Intergrada-
tions of these, such as ferruginous sands and silts and carbonaceous
shales, occur to a limited extent. )

Sandstones and Siltstones.

Aggregates of sand, silt and clay mixed in all proportions, occur
commonly. Pure, sorted sandstone or siltstone does not occur
because colloidal clay contaminates all the rocks to at least 5 per-
cent of the weight of the rock. The common association is inter-
fingering beds of whitish, relatively coarse sandstone and grey,
fine-grained silt, each with from § to 35 percent of colloidal clay,
which acts as a binder. The clastics of the Edmonton possess re-
markable uniformity in one respect; no grains over 1 mm. diameter
have been observed in the many samples which the writer has
analyzed. The whole formation is composed of remarkably fine-
grained clastics. Unlike ordinary fine-grained sedimentary series,
which have a high percentage of relatively well-sorted, fine-grained
and sorted strata, the Edmonton has very little true clay or shale;
the general admixture of fine and relatively coarser particles pre-
vents this. -

The most general characteristic of the lithology is the lack of
sorting in the clastics. This feature is demonstrated in the table
below, (Table 5) which shows the percentages of sand, silt and clay
in 18 samples of Edmonton or equivalent rocks in Alberta. In each
case the sample selected is representative of the common variety
of sandstone for that part of the Edmonton section from which it is
taken. Strikingly unusual types were not analyzed because it was
desired to obtain an idea of the essential elements of the lithology
rather than of the exceptional features. The coarser phases, or
sandstones, were chosen in most cases because the mechanical con-
stitution of the sands is a reliable index of the degree of sorting of all
the phases. While most of the samples listed are from the area
under discussion, 7 samples from other places were analyzed for
purposes of comparison. In general these differ slightly in character
from the sandstones in this map-area.

The analyses were made by means of an elutriator, the principle
of which is the buoyant force of water moving at regular rates. The
rock samples are first disintegrated, but not crushed. The type of
separator used is that designed by Thomas Crooket® of the Uni-
versity of Dublin.

The following table indicates mainly the high percentages of
colloidal clay present in typical Edmonton sandstone. This feature,
along with the large proportions of silt grade, and variation in the
sand percentage, indicates the characteristic lack of sorting. The
origin and manner of deposition of such large proportions of col-
loidal clay, contemporaneously with sand and silt is unusual and
requires special interpretation. This is considered in connection
with the sedimentation of the Edmonton.
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TABLE 5.
Mechanical Analyses of Edmonion Sandstones
Sample Sznd % S8ilt % Clay %
Location and Horizon 1.6-0.1 mm. 0.1-.61 mm. Lessthan .61 mm,
Rosedale. White sandstone between
seams 6 and 7 o 26.15 53.9 19.94
Rosedale. White sandstone, another
locality, between seams 6 and 7. 25.25 51.82 22.92
Rosedale. Grey sandstone, another
locality, between seams 6 and 7 ... 53.2 29.2 175
Rosedale. Grey sandstone, between
seams 5 and 6 .. S 86.1 3.7 1001
Rosedale. Grey sandstone, between
seams 3 and 4 o S 50.05 2705 229
Horseshoe Canyon. White beds, 50/
below volcanic tuff. ... S 61.10 16.05 22.85
Horseshee Canyoen. Buff sandstone,
100’ above marine member. ... 76.60 12,40 11.00
Horseshoe Canyon. Buff sandstone,
20’ above marine member ... 77.85 9.95 12.15
Monarch Mine. White sandstone, 5’
below No. 6 seam...... S 45.00 18.75 36.20
Monarch Mine. Grey sandstone, 10’
above No. 7 S€aM .o 74.45 9.75 15.80

Monarch Mine. Buff sandstone, 30’

below seam No. 8.... 60.70 17.35 21.95
Edmonton. 5 mi. W. of City, grey

sandstone, Upper Middle Ed. ....... 12.97 75.7 11.32
Edmenten., Near University, grey .

silty sandstone. Middle Ed........ 80.0 112 849
Edmonten. 4 mi. E. of City, grey

sandstone, Lower Middle Ed....... 45.50 45.95 8.55
Barons. W. of Town. Typical Ed-

monton SAndStONe ... 90.7 43 4.7
Eagle Butte: Grey sandstone, 60’

above base of Fox Hills s 91.0 4.65 4,30
Willow Creek, Cypress. Carb. sand- .

stone, 100” above base of Fox Hills  76.75 14.00 9.20
Willow Creek, Cypress. Buff sand-
stone. Base of Fox Hills . 7750 14.20 8.85

The mineralogy of the sandstones is of unusual character. The
predominant clastic is plagioclase between An. 40 and An. 60. Next
in abundance is fresh angular quartz. These two constituents make
up most of the rock; small amounts of fresh biotite and muscovite,
indeterminable grey fragments, possibly hard shale, and: decomposed
feldspar make up the remainder. The feldspar is angular and rela-
tively fresh; twinning lamellae and sharp borders in the feldspars
are common. These features are clearly seen in the photomicro-
graphs B and C of Figure 26. The letters on the photographs
indicate roughly the general proportions of feldspar and quartz
seen, and the condition of the angular feldspar fragments.

The grains of feldspar and quartz are held in a bentonitic matrix.
This is particularly the case in Figure 26B. In Figure 26C the
matrix is essentially calcite; the individual grains lie free and
uncrowded. Rosiwal measurements on several thin sections show
that from 40 to 65 percent of the larger clastics are plagioclase; as
high as 80 percent has been recorded.
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C. . D.

Figure 26.—Photomicrographs of Edmonton and Paskapoo sediments:

A.

B.

Volcanic tuff from near Carbon, Alberta. Shows a small
group of isotropic glass chards near the centre, Magnification
X 26 diameters.

Thin section of Edmonton sandstcne from 4 miles east of
Edmonton. Note the prevalence of feldspar and the loose
aggregation. Magnification X 24 diameters,

Thin section of Edmonton sandstone from Rosedale, Alberta.
Angular grains of feldspar and quartz apparent, similar to B.
Magnification X 24 diameters.

Paskapoo coarse grained sandstone, Rocky Mountain House,
Alberta. Q=—quartz; Ch=chert; Lis=limestone; black frag-
menis=shale, etc. Magnification X 24 diameters.
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The sands are poor in heavy minerals. The average percentage
of minerals higher than 2.69 sp. gr. is 0.215 percent and generally
this quantity is largely made of magnetite, hematite and chloritic
micas.

The following heavy minerals have been determined in the
Edmonton sands of the Red Deer region: anatase, apatite, augite,
biotite, brookite, calcite, chlorite, garnet, hematite, hornblende,
ilmenite, limonite, marcasite, magnetite, muscovite, pyrite, rutile,
topaz, tourmaline and zireon.

None of these minerals occurs in special abundance, and nearly
all are of common occurrence in most sedimentary rocks because of
their resistance to solution and attrition. Anatase, apatite, augite,
brookite, marcasite, pyrite and rutile are rare or very scarce in the
samples analyzed.

It is not likely that the heavy minerals of the thick western
formations will prove to be of use in correlation, The clastics are
all derived from the mountains to the west or from earlier Mesozoic
sediments which have been elevated and eroded, and thus tend to
show mineralogical similarities rather than differences.

Clays.

This rock occurs sparingly in well sorted beds. Considered in
total the formation probably contains 30 percent of material of this
grain size. In nearly all of the beds the clay is mixed with silt or
sand. Pure clay beds are found as partings in the coal seams, or
occasionally interstratified with other clastics. Practically all of
the Edmonton clays are loosely called bentonite because of their
absorbent qualities and extremely small size of particles, Between
seams 6 and 7 in the neighbourhood of Monarch mine, there is a
3-foot stratum of very well sorted “bentonite”. It lies between a
layer of siltstone and a bed of sandstone. The clay is of greenish
colour and translucent when damp, and has a tendency to break into
coarse flakes. On drying it becomes opaque and cream in colour.
Within this layer occur oblong, rounded masses of pure earthy,
yellowish lime. These accretions vary from small size up to 6 inches
in diameter. They apparently represent differentiation of ihe
original sediment during diagenesis. '

There are other limited occurrences of more or less pure clay,
but they are not of sufficient importance to merit special discussion
here.

Arenaceous Limestone.

This is a hard, tough rock, occurring particularly in the Drum-
heller marine tongue (see Figure 22), where it is highly fossili-
ferous. Photographs of this stratum are shown in Figures 27 and 28.
Thinner beds of similar calcareous rock occur at other horizons,
but are of more local extent and without fossils in these instances.
There is a gradual gradation from arenaceous limestone to calcareous
sandstone in the hard layers that occur at irregular intervals from
top to bottom of the Edmonton. Thin sections of the rock from the
limy layers show two interesting features. The calcium carbonate
in some is the cement for very loosely aggregated plagioclase par-
ticles. Where contained in the calcite the plagioclase is remarkably
fresh and unaltered. Other sections show recrystallization of calcite
in such manner that the calcite has optical continuity over one or
more centimeters, and the boundaries between separate crystal
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Figure 27.—Arenaceous limestone, Drumheller marine tongue, Edmonton
formation, Horseshoe canyon, Kneehills valley.

Figure 28.—Ostrea glabra codlvillensis on weathered surface, Drumheller
marine tongue, Edmonton formation, Horseshoe canyon, Knee-
hills valley.
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individuals are straight lines, irrespective of the boundaries of the
included clastic grains. In places the upper limy band of the marine
band is essentially a coquina of Corbicula shells.

The limy layers of the Edmonton resist erosion to a markedly
greater degree than the rocks with argillaceous cement, and by
virtue of this they protrude as ledges or from flat-topped buttes.

Volcanic Tuff.
This rock was discovered by the author in this area in 1924, It
had not been noted in rocks of this age in Alberta previously.

The tuff is a very thin bed, seldom over 8 inches in thickness.
Its presence was noted along the Red Deer river for many miles,
and up Kneehills creek as far as Carbon. To the south and east
it was detected on the north flank of Wintering Hills and on the
south slope of Hand Hills. The ash bed is not entirely continuous,
but is nearly so. Its stratigraphic position is indicated on Figure
22 and its adjacent beds are mentioned in the discussion of the
Middle Edmonton member.

The tuff is a pale grey, massive rock of very fine grain. It
resembles a rough-surfaced felsite, or massive limestone. The rock
is hard and can be trimmed like an igneous rock. It rings under the
hammer. Upon weathering the exposed surface bleaches to a much
lighter shade than the unweathered rock. The ash layer does not
weather readily but breaks into sharp edged, angular fragments
and forms a surface talus. The ash was deposited under water
and in some cases shows a roughly horizontal fracture, but more
usually is without sign of structure or bedding. The appearance
" and properties of the ash are uniform wherever it has been ob-
served. A similar thin stratum of ash was discovered by the writer
in the Cypress Hills, in rocks which are apparently of the same age
as those enclosing the Kneehills Tuff (Figures 30 and 31).

The Edmonton volcanic ash of the Red Deer region and that
from Cypress Hills have been analyzed for the essential oxides and
have proved to be very similar and of singular composition.

ASH ASH
Horseshoe Canyon, Cypress Hills,
near Drumbheller above Fly lake

BIO, s 87.0 89.6
4.8 36

15 12

2.0 . 2.0

X 0.7 04
Na,0 0.9 0.4
Ignition loss o 2.8 34
99.7 100.6

(Analyzed by Wm. Gerrie, Toronto University, 1927)

The remarkably high percentage of silica in this rock is difficult
to explain. No unaltered extrusive rock contains so much silica
and so little alumina. The maximum percentage of silica observed
in 5 analyses of pumicites by H. 5. Washington'" is 79.48, while
the minimum percentage of alumina in pumicite was found to be
11.60. The suggestion is made here that the ash was high in silica
as deposited and very porous, and that since deposition the pore
space has been taken up by secondary silica in the form of chalce-
dony or opal, leached from the adjacent beds.
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Figure 29.—River channel deposit of early Edmonton age, cutting the ben-
tonitic delta beds for a short distance on the right-hand side of
of the valley, East Coulee, near Red Deer river.

Microscopically, this rock is seen to be made up of minute, fresh
mineral fragments, quartz and feldspar mainly, with varying pro-
portions of altered glass, all set in a felty groundmass which is
isotropic to dimly anisotropic. It is thought that the groundmass
is made up essentially of devitrified glass along with minute masses
of fibres of redeposited chalcedonic or opaline silica. In the thin
section conclusive tests of the matrix matter cannot be made. The
presence of vescicular, partly altered glass becomes apparent on
close observations at high magnification in thin sections. 'The
characteristic shapes of glass “chards”; long, stringy ifragments,
crescentic bits or angular particles showing reentrant angles, may
be noted among the grains that remain isotropic under crossed
nicols. Figure 26A is a photomicrograph of the Kneehills tuff,
magnified 26 times and taken through a single nicol. Slightly to
the right and above centre a small group of typical chards is visible.
The white particles are feldspar and quartz.

The larger fragments average from 0.03 to 0.05 mm. in diameter,
and grade from this down to sub-microscopic sizes. The rock is
commonly vuggy, the vugs being either filled or lined with chalce-
dony, or lined with chalcedony and filled with bentonite. Occur-
rences of the latter kind suggest the derivation of the colloidal clay
bentonite from decomposed volcanic glass.

The volcanism that produced this ash was not the only igneous
manifestation that occurred in this part of Canada in Upper Cretace-
ous time. The author has noted the presence of volcanic ash'*’ in
the Saunders formation at Coalspur, in the Bearpaw formation at
Manyberries and Lethbridge, and in the Colorado at several
horizons at Skiff, southeast of Lethbridge.

The origin of the Edmonton ash is not yet known. Its fine size
makes it possible that the volcano from which it was ejected may
have been hundreds of miles away. J. Udden®'" has shown experi-
mentally that dust particles from 1,64 to 1/36 mm. diameter may be
carried 1,000 miles by moderately strong winds. The larger particles
of the Edmonton ash are from 1/20 to 1/36 mm. diameter. Vol-
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canoes which were active during Edmonton time are known in
Montana and possibly west of the Rocky Mountains.

Clay-Ironstone.

Iron occurs in association with clays as iron carbonate, and also
as oxide in coatings about the other clastics. Thin sections of
typical, deep brown clay-ironstone show an oxidized skin of red
iron oxide surrounding a core of iron carbonate and clay. In some
specimens the unoxidized portion appears to be nearly pure
crystalline granular siderite. All gradations from fine-grained clay,
with a slight admixture of ferrous oxide, to nearly pure siderite
occur. The iron of these hard bands is only red on the surface,
when broken open the ironstone nodules are of greenish-grey colour,

=

Figure 30.—Outcrop of volcanic tuff and Whitemud beds, near Fly lake,
Cypress Hills,

Figure 31.—OQutcrop of volcanic tuff, showing relation of tuff with white
léen%:)nitic sandstone bed below. Threehills creek, 6 miles from
arbon.
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Nodules composed of red oxide and coarser clastic matter occur
in small amount. Dinosaur bones are occasionally found encased in
iron-bearing matrix of this kind. Such an association of iron and
sand probably indicates original sub-aerial surface. Thin strata
of red stained to ochrous silts or sands occur in greater amount in
the Lower Edmonton member,

Coal.

The most important rock type in the Edmonton from ihe
economic viewpoint is coal. As may be seen in Figure 22 coal occurs
in 14 seams at intervals throughout the formation. The thickest
lie at the top and at the base of the section. Plate III shows the
thicknesses and variation in the seams of the Middle and Upper
Edmonton*, The seams of the Lower Edmonton in the region of
Drumbheller are fully described and figured by the senior author!®’.
The coal and its composition is discussed in Part One of this report
and shown in Plate IV,

The coal beds are not persistent, with mineable coal, over long
distances, but the horizons can be traced over very large areas.
The coal is replaced in places by carbonaceous silt or sandstone, and
the location of mines must be preceded by careful examination of
outcrops or by drilling to ascertain the variation in the seam where
it is covered. Some of the seams such as the Ardley (No. 14) and
Drumheller (No. 1) are of greater extent than the others. The
seams in the Middle Edmonton member are discontinuous; the coal
in these seams increases to mineable thickness only locally.

The localities at which the detailed coal sections were measured
in seams 9, 11, 12 and 14 are listed in Table 6 below and shown on
Plate III. The positions of the mines where the coal sections were
measured in seams 1, 2, 5 and 7 are listed in Table 3 (Part One) and
shown on Plate IV.

The sedimentation of the coal presents interesting aspects.
Widespread carbonaceous zones, enriched locally to the rank of
coal seams, indicate temporarily emergent conditions of the land,
with permanent bodies of water on it, where the seams are now
found. - The land areas no doubt supported a rich, swampy, forest
growth which gradually filled the permanently submerged and
land-locked bays and bayous with carbonaceous debris. The filling-
in process probably progressed as the growth of vegetation advanced
towards the centres of the local depressions. There are many places
where clean coal directly overlies clean sandstone without an
intermediate “old soil”, “root clay” or “under clay”. At other
points there is evidence of the accumulation of the carbonaceous
debris in place.

The clean cut exposures of coal seams and accompanying beds
along the Red Deer afford excellent opportunity for studying the
sedimentation of coal. '

*It has been found that coal seam sectiongs numbered 11, 12 and 13, on the above
grawing were mistakenly placed under Coal Seam No. 14, and belong under Coal
eam No. 12.
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TABLE 6.

List of Detailed Sections of Coal Seams, Middle and Upper Edmonton,
on Plate III

Section
Number Locality
Seam No. 14 (Ardley seam)
1 W. of Ardley.
2 Ardley
3 Ardley .
4 Content bridge. .
5 Bullocksville
6 Breda P.O.....
7 Trochu
8 Three Hills .. .. ...
9  Three Hills ... .
10 W. of Big Valley i
*11  Big Valley
*12  Big Valley
*13  Big Valley ...
14 W. of Scollard .
15 W. of Scollard ...
16 Rowley
17 Hand Hills .. ...
18 Hand Hills .o

Seam No. 12 (Thompson seam)
18 E. of Lousana .
20 E. of Thompson's mine
21 W. of Big Valley ...
22  Big Valley creek
23 8. of Big Valley..
24 W. of Scollard ...
25 W. of Big Valley.

"Seam No 11 (Carbon seam)

26 E. of Ardley...
27 E. of Ardley
28 E. of Ardley...
29 E. of Trenville.
30 W. of Scollard ...

31 W. of Morrin

32 Carbon ..

33 Carbon ...

34 Carbon . ... .
35 W. of Carbon .
36 Carbon

37 Threehills creek .
38 Ghostpine creek ..
39 Horseshoe canyon .
40 S. of Hesketh ...
41 N. of Rockyford
42 N.E. of Rosebud
43  Rosebud
44  Standard

Seam No. 9 (Stauffer seam)
45  Stauffer ferry .
46 Beleriot ferry I .
47 Mouth of Threehills creek....
48 XKneehills creek. ...
49 Beynon ..o

50 Sheerness (No. 1) ... ..
51 Nevis (No. 12 or No. 11)........
* Might be a lower seam.

Sec.

Tp: R.

38 24
38 23
38 23
38 22
38 23
36 22
31 24
31 24
35 21
35 20
3 20
36 20
34 21
34 22
32 21
30 17
29 17
36 22
35 21
35 21
35 21
3B 21
34 21
36 21
38 22
37 22
37 22
36 22
4 21
31 21
29 23
29 23
29 23
20 24
29 23
30 22
30 22
28 21
29 22
27 23
27 21
26 21
25 22
31 21
31 21
23 21
29 21
27 20
29 12
39 22

Name of Mine, etc.

(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)
Ardley Hardite mine
(River outcrop)
Lewis mine

.(River outcrop)

Justrite mine
Palisade Coal Co.
Ellis Coal Co.
(River outcrop)
Bigton Coal Co.
Vimy mine

Big Valley Coal Co-
Wooden’s mine
Yard’s mine
Hodgson’s mine
Delia mine
Coulter mine

(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)
(River outcrop).
(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)

Blade’s mine
(River outcrop)
Paton’s mine
(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)
Trentham mine
Shannon Coal Co.
Peerless mine
New Peerless mine
Boring test

Fife Coal Co.
(QOutcrop)
(Outerop)
(Outecrop)
(Outcrop)
Mennonite mine
Debrinski mine
Medloski mine
Costello mine

(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)
(River outcrop)
Johnson mine

Sheerness mine
Nevis mine

73
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Sedimentation and Intepretation of the Deposits.

The analyses shown in Table 5 indicate that the processes of
sorting were not effective in separating the finer grades of sediment.
No arenaceous sediment of greater than 1 mm. diameter reached
this area in Edmonton time. Most of the clastic matter is less than
0.5 mm. in diameter. It is estimated that 30 percent of the sedi-
ment of the Edmonton is colloidal clay, 50 percent silt and 16 io
15 percent of sand grade. These constituents are intimately com-
mingled.

The two features noted above, fine grain size and lack of sorting,
are characteristic of the entire formation. Other important sedi-
mentation phenomena which are shown in the Edmonton are the
distinctive structures of delta origin, the lensed nature of the
bedding, the thin layers of calcite-cemented sand and clay-ironstone
bands. The fossil occurrences in the series also indicate delta
conditions.

The mechanical composition of the thicker beds of the series does
not vary to an important degree from top to base of the formation,
except that there is a slight predominance of silts and clays in the
lower part. There are also more calcareous and ferruginous bands
in the basal half of the formation. In the lower part also the
sedimentary structures are more pronouncedly of delta type than
they are in the upper half. The commoner evidences of delta
deposition are foreset bedding, lensed arrangement, local thin cross-
bedded layers, and interlamination of strata of different mechanical
composition on a large scale, and at an angle to horizontal (Figures
9 and 10). The occurrence of isolated lenses of crosshedded coarser
sand cemented to a tough, resistent rock by calcite is strong pre-,
sumptive evidence of temporary emergence, and concentration of
cementing salts through evaporation in pools. River channel
deposits cutting the ordinary stratification are also evidence of this
type of deposition, although such deposits also generally indicate
sub-aerial, flood-plain deposition.

Between Drumheller and Rosedale, and below seam No. 6,
several exposures show foreset bedding truncated above by hori-
zontal beds. Large sweeping inter-lamination of thin strata
indicates changing currents and instability in the basin of deposi-
tion; sediments are swept back and forth and currents are
imperfectly controlled by temporary bars and channels. Deposition
of this kind is characteristic of broad flat deltas, and is not known in
other normal types of basins, Examples of this type are seen in ihe
beds at the mouth of Rosebud river below the horizon of seam No.
5 (Newecastle seam). Marked lensing of beds is also evidence of
the type of deposition mentioned above. The pale grey sandstones
and dark silty shales of the Lower Edmonton offer strong contrast
in lensing beds and form lueid illustrations of this feature. Evidences
of river channels of Edmonton age that cut the adjacent strata are
found, but are not of common development. A good example
occurs in East Coulee about the horizon of seam No. 1 (Figure 29)
and also along the Red Deer river due west of Morrin. They are
indicated by sudden changes in the lithology for limited distances.
The sandstone of the channel filling is coarse and is less bentonitic
than the adjacent beds.

Delta beds are deposited in a realm of unstable shore conditlions.
There is frequent interruption of deposition and possibly frequent



RED DEER AND ROSEBUD SHEETS 7

exposure of the top layers of top-set beds to the air. Effects of such
conditions are left in the strata so deposited. Local thin layers of
wave- or stream-crossbedded sands that have calcareous or ferru-
ginous cement result from these alternations. The prevalence of
flat-topped buttes with hard sandstone caps in the Edmonton is
notable, especially in the Drumheller vicinity (Figures 4, 18, 21).

No adequate explanation for such localized lenses has been
found in the literature, and the author offers the following explana-
tion of their origin, The process might be called “pool induration”,
a term for the induration of local beds of sands through concen-
tration of cementing salts in shallow pools during periods of
temporary emergence. The freshly deposited sands and silts of
the topset beds raised slightly above the shore water-level, or left
exposed due to slight lowering of water-level, did not drain readily
due to the presence of bentonite, hence the water which was held on
such surfaces was eventually evaporated with resulting concen-
tration of lime and iron salts in the residue. Local drainage into
the shallow pans brought surface sands, and possible winds blowing
over the dry surface contributed sands that finally silted up the
residual pools of the delta flats. Surface runoff into the pools. with
concurrent evaporation no doubt aided in concentrating abnormal
amounts of cementing salts, which cemented the clastics of these
local lenses or thin strata, and left them as harder members than
the surrounding beds. It is possible that such a mode of concen-
tration will account also for the ironstone bands in the otherwise
iron-poor sandstones.

The repeated occurrence of coal in the series, the seams of which
are of local extent generally, is likewise evidence of the delta char-
acter of the site of deposition.

In general delta deposits are poor in fossils of either land or
marine life. In this regard the Edmonton formation is characteris-
tically deltaic. Marine fossils occur only in one well-defined zone
in abundance. Freshwater shells are found in small number and
not at definite horizons. The remains of dinosaurs are found from
near the base to well above the middle of the formation. The
emergent delta flats apparently formed the habitat of dinosaurs.

Origin of Unusual Sediments in the Edmonton Formation.

Some of the more important aspects of the origin and environ-
mental conditions of the unusual sediments of the Edmonton will
be discussed according to the author’s interpretation of them.

Most of the clastic material of the Edmonton originated in ter-
rains to the west of the present deposits. It was laid down prior
to the building of the outer ranges of the Rocky Mountains. The
nature of the sediments suggests their derivation from highlands
probably in the region now occupied by the Selkirk mountains and
the Interior plateau of British Columbia, Re-elevation of these or
quickened erosion due to climatic change caused a change from the
fine grained sediments of the Bearpaw to the relatively coarser
clastics of Edmonton time. Elevation and erosion of older Mesozoic
rocks of the region now occupied by the front ranges possibly
contributed to the filling of the Edmonton basin. The Edmonton
beds appear to have been laid down along a shoreward zone of the
Fox Hills sea. This zone was probably a delta plain of the com-
posite type and was submerged concurrently with the deposition of
the strata.
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The presence of fresh plagioclase and fresh ferromagnesium
mineral in such abundance in the formation, as well as the occur-
rence of the unusual colloidal clays and volcanic ash noted, suggests
the probability that a considerable proportion of the sediments is
of direct volcanic origin.

The unsorted nature of the unusual plagioclase sand and silts
with highly siliceous colloidal clays implies that the streams were
slow, but that the sediments were rapidly deposited, probably
through the influence of electrolytes in the static waters encountered
by the streams. The concentration of iron and calcite in thin beds
at irregular intervals in the formation and the deposition of coal
seams indicate unstable relations of sedimentation-level to water-
level, which is a characteristic of delta deposition.

The rocks show evidence of being deposited during a time of
moist, warm climate. There is no evidence of extreme dessication,
the evidence of coal seams in abundance indicating a tendency to-
ward the other extreme, The temperatures were propitious for the

“livelihood of such coldblooded animals as the reptiles, and in the
sea for abundant Ostrea and similar molluscan types. A climate
like that of the Gulf of Mexico at the present is probably nearly
comparable with that of the Edmonton of Alberta in the Cretaceous.

Feldspar Clastics.—This occurrence is of interest by reason of
the fact that this mineral is usually first to decompose in the
weathering of ordinary igneous rocks. These sands must have come
from areas of intermediate to slightly basie rocks having a pre-
dominance of plagioclase over quartz and orthoclase. They may
have come from rapidly weathered older flows or tuff accumula-
tions to the west. If these feldspar sands were derived from the
disintegration of intrusive rock areas, the sands indicate rapid
erosion and runoff and relatively short tran<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>